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The strawberry 
capital of Illinois

Work on water 
tower expensive

4-H Fair will be 
digital this year

Traveling nurse 
takes to road

Highway 1 Deli 
has lots to offer
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Edgar County used to be 
a strawberry paradise on 
the plains, shipping fruit 
across the country. 
HISTORY, 3B

Lead paint removal makes 
up the majority of the 
Kansas water tower’s 
$300,000 estimate. 
NEWS, 4A

In accordance with the 
Restore Illinois plan, 
there will be no live 4-H 
celebrations this year 
and members will submit 
projects online. 
CALENDAR, 2A

Nurse Mary Bange takes 
her skills wherever they 
are needed before and 
during the pandemic.  
HEALTH, 5B

Staff of Paris’s new deli 
and drive-thru coffee 
shop are excited to bring a 
world of flavor to town.  
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Chrisman student sews masks
Robbie Rollins has made over 100 masks, donated them to emergency staff, friends
BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Robbie Rollins is a rising 
senior at Chrisman High 
School. He likes to fish and 
compete in Scholastic Bowl 
and help his grandpa on 
the farm. He’s also donated 
more than 100 hand-made 
masks.

“In the first two weeks of 
the shelter-in-place order, I 
didn’t have too much home-
work, so I started picking it 
up and ended up making 
way more than I expected 
to,” said Rollins.

In those first two weeks 
he made 60, donating them 
to Horizon Health, the Met-
calf Fire Department and 
the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance service. He also 
donated 15 to the Frostop in 
Chrisman, where he works, 

and to friends, family and 
friends of friends.

“A lot of people were 
in need of them,” he said. 
“Making one mask equals 
saving one life I believe, and 
lives matter.”

Though the masks aren’t 
coming as explosively as 
they started, he’s still happy 
to supply more. “I slowed 
down a lot because work 
started up, but if anyone ever 
wants any I’m always willing 
to make them,” said Rollins.

He does not consider 
making the masks difficult.

“A while ago I did run into 
a shortage of elastic, but my 
school helped out,” he said. 
“We sent messages out and 
people donated elastic.” 

Rollins is a leader in the 
Chrisman High School 
FCCLA. He was president 

of the organization for the 
2019-2020 school year, 
while also serving as a state 
officer in the organization. 
He was recently elected to 
serve a second year as a state 
officer, which is a rare ac-
complishment. 

Distribution while so-
cial distancing hasn’t posed 
much of a problem either. 

“I normally put it in a bag 
and put it on my front porch, 
and they come pick it up,” 
said Rollings. “I’m probably 
gonna keep going how I’m 
going, slowly but surely.”

Rollins turned the con-
versation to the reaction he’s 
gotten. 

“I’ve had a lot of thank-
yous and everything,” Rol-
lins said. “A lot of people 
who I donated too were 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Robbie Rollins started making and donating face masks as a 
personal response to the COVID-19 pandemic. He has made 
more than 100 masks. While his masks were given to family 
and friends, he has also donated masks to the Northern Edgar 
County Ambulance, Horizon Health, the Metcalf Fire Depart-
ment and employees at the Frostop in Chrisman.See MASKS, Page 4A
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Nick Hutchings with Feutz Contractors walks the area as gravel is put down on shoulders in preparation for installing 
new guard rails at a location on the Conlogue Road

Safety money buys new guardrails
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Another nearly $1 million project 
is underway thanks to the foresight of 
the Edgar County Highway Depart-
ment.

“We are always looking for ways to 
improve the safety of our roadways,” 
said county engineer Aaron Lawson.

Back in 2016 federal highway safe-
ty funds became available for use in 
2020. The maximum award was $1 
million, and the local highway depart-
ment identified more than $1 million 
worth of need in the county.

Lawson explained the highway 
department had to prioritize choic-
es and focused on where guard rails 
were most needed on the main col-
lector routes of the county highway 
system.

The end result was a $950,000 
project to install new guard rails at 17 
locations throughout the county. The 
funding is split 90% federal money 
and 10% state matching funds. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Heavy equipment can’t do all of the work ,and Jamie Hixson with Feutz 
Contractors uses muscle power to move gravel into place as part of the 
preparation work for installing new guard rails. The federally funded project 
is placing new guard rails at 17 locations in Edgar County as part of a high-
way safety project.See RAILS, Page 4A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Free summer meals for Par-
is-area school children are starting 
June 8.

On The Tracks Café has agreed 
to prepare the daily breakfast 
and noon meals available free to 
all children under the age of 18. 
The meals are available Monday 
through Friday. 

Families needing help feeding 
their children while school is out 
must call the restaurant at 217-
463-6667 to request a meal and 
obtain information about picking 
up the food. 

“I am so excited and elated,” 
said Amanda Minor, administra-
tor of the Douglas County Health 
Department.

The Douglas County Health 
Department coordinated with 
the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation (ISBE) for several years 
to offer a summer food pro-
gram in both Douglas and Ed-
gar counties. She discussed in a 
May 23 Prairie Press story how 
COVID-19 restrictions on group 
gatherings made it impossible to 
offer the training required by the 
ISBE for meeting the nutrition 
guidelines and how to properly 
do record keeping. She said with-
out the ability to do the training 
for both food preparators and 
those handling the paperwork, it 
appeared impossible to offer the 
food service over the summer in 
Paris.

Minor said the ISBE was aware 
of the story when a representa-
tive called her to explain some 
of the group training previously 
required is being waived this year 
because of COVID-19 and one-
to-one training is acceptable so 
the program can continue. 

“They put it where it was rea-
sonable for us to do,” said Minor.

She reached out to Dustin 
Reed, owner of the On The 
Tracks Café, because they are 
both involved with the Challeng-
er League and she knows him to 

Summer 
meals for kids 
coming back

See MEALS, Page 4A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — Discus-
sion at the May 18 Chrisman 
city meeting about creating 
an ordinance banning keep-
ing horses, cows, swine and 
goats in town prompted a 
plea from city resident Anita 
Marvin at the June 1 meeting.

The city currently does not 
have an ordinance against 
keeping such animals within 
city limits and the discussion 

at the end of May pointed 
to a need for such control. 
Marvin objected to banning 
goats, but she was OK with 
restrictions on the other an-
imals.

“I’ve had goats in town be-
fore,” she said, noting she is 
finalizing plans to place two 
dwarf goats on her proper-
ty and the ordinance would 
upset nearly a year’s work on 
that project.

Marvin reminded the city 
that she and her husband ac-
quired an eye-sore property 
next to their home and razed 
the offending building. The 
additional lot gave them more 
ground than they want to 

mow and the goats can handle 
that chore. They had already 
installed goat-proof fencing 
to keep the small animals con-
fined to the property.

The following discussion 
explored what the city should 
allow. Per Chrisman city or-
dinances, residents may have 
a maximum of three dogs, 
three cats and six fowl. It was 
also noted residents with an-
imals must be aware of the 
problems created by having 
animals within close confines 
of neighbors.

Commissioner Brian Had-
dix is among Chrisman res-
idents raising fowls on their 
property. 

“I told my neighbors if the 
rooster bothered them, it’s 
gone,” said Haddix.

Which got back to Com-
missioner Tyler Alexander’s 
point there are some people 
who would not be as con-
siderate of neighbors or take 
as good as care of animals as 
Haddix and Marvin. 

“One person is discussing 
getting a cow,” said Alexan-
der. “I know you can feed a 
cow hay but the backyard will 
become a mud lot and what 
will you do with all of that ma-
nure?”

Board members reached a 
consensus for Alexander to 
draft an ordinance covering 

these points: Bovine, equine 
and swine may not be kept in 
the city limits; residents may 
have up to three goats; to keep 
goats requires fencing suitable 
to confine the animals; any-
one wanting goats must ob-
tain signatures from all adjoin-
ing property owners releasing 
any objections as part of the 
permit application process; 
and should a complaint be 
filed in the future, the animals 
must be removed.

The proposed ordinance 
may be ready as soon as June 
15 city meeting. 

Now that Illinois has en-
tered Phase 3 of Governor JB 

Chrisman city council won’t get your goats
City rules residents 
may keep goats, 
city hall and library 
reopen to public

See CHRISMAN, Page 4A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDAY FRIDAY

87   59
Prec: 0%

85   61
Prec: 0%

89   70
Prec: 0%

91   69
Prec: 50%

80   62
Prec: 40%

83   60
Prec: 0%

78   57
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Sunny but not quite as humid 
with highs in the upper 80s.

FRIDAY — Another sunny day with highs 
topping out in the mid 80s.

SATURDAY — Highs climb back into the 
upper 80s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80°/60°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102° in 1925
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33° in 1894

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.86”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.01”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.15”

NORMAL:    High: 80   Low: 60   More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Edgar County, Clark County, 
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The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 
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part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published byPublished by
Prairie Beacon, LLCPrairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisherNancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editorGary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News (USPS 22895) June 6, 2020, Volume 6 
No. 40. Published weekly on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC, 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.  Subscription price $49.99 a year. Periodical postage paid 
at Paris, IL. post office, 61944. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
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Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:23 a.m. 8:16 p.m. 9:31 p.m. 6:05 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:17 p.m. 10:29 p.m. 6:59 a.m.

MONDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:17 p.m. 11:19 p.m. 7:59 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:18 p.m. -- 9:01 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:18 p.m.  12:00 a.m. 10:05 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:19 p.m. 12:35 a.m. 11:07 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:19 p.m. 1:04 a.m. 12:07 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

HOME
LOANS

From MORTGAGE PRE-APPROVAL to  
DOWN PAYMENT OPTIONS and 
GREAT RATES, we'll help you 
      every step along the way!

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
 
When late July arrives, the 

show ring at the Edgar County 
4-H Fairgrounds will remain 
silent, stalls in the animal barns 
vacant, the exhibit building 
empty and no food service of 
biscuits and gravy for breakfast 
or pork burgers for lunch in the 
multipurpose building.

The 4-H Fair is not canceled, 
but it is moving to a digital 
format in recognition of the 
public health and safety prior-
ities of the coronavirus Restore 

Illinois plan. 
According to the press re-

lease announcing the change, 
the state 4-H office has invest-
ed in an online system that al-
lows members to submit doc-
umentation, such as photos of 
their project, and provide an 
explanation about their work. 
This will serve as their exhibit.

Livestock exhibitors are re-
quired to use a video format 
allowing the judge to view ani-
mals from all sides and observe 
how they move. Video sub-
missions are also required of 
anyone entering the showman 
competitions.

“This is new for all of us, and 
I have confidence in everyone’s 
support and understanding as 

we implement a brand new, 
online judging opportunity 
for our 4-H youth,” said Susan 
Sloop, the 4-H Program Co-
ordinator for Clark, Crawford 
and Edgar counties.    

Although this system does 
not allow for in-person, re-
al-time discussion, judges will 
provide vital learning feedback 
for exhibitors.

In addition, the county will 
continue the same award and 
recognition system, including 
selection of state fair delegates. 
Should the state fair be can-
celed, the exhibits nominated 
will again be judged through 
the online system used for the 
virtual county exhibitions.

“Our mission is to support 

the welfare of families, com-
munities and small businesses 
across the state,” said Shelly 
Nickols-Richardson, associate 
dean and director of Illinois 
Extension. “Tough decisions 
today protect the safety and 
well-being of our Illinois fam-
ilies going forward, so that we 
can all safely return to the work 
of sustaining our communities 
and economy as soon as we 
can.”

University of Illinois Exten-
sion continues to follow the 
guidance of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health and the 
University of Illinois to ensure 
the health and safety of staff, 
volunteers and program partic-
ipants.

Edgar County 4-H Fair will not be held in person
This year’s event 
is moving to online 
format

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Compassionate Cloth-
ing Closet (CCC) will resume 
limited operation from noon-
2 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays 
starting June 8.

All operations will be con-
ducted outside the CCC at 
211 North Central. Clothing 
distribution will not happen if 
it is raining.

“We will have about four 
racks outside,” said Becky 
Kraemer. “One for men, one 
for women, one for children 
and one maybe for socks and 
underwear. We think this is 

Compassionate Clothing 
Closet has limited reopening

a start for getting summer 
clothing to people that 
need it, without them go-
ing into the building.”

Kramer added people 
needing clothing are wel-
come to come, but they 
must adhere to public 
health reccomendations. 
Each shopper must wear 
a mask and use hand sani-
tizer. 

Only one shopper per 
household each week, and 
no children allowed as a 
way of serving more shop-
pers in the limited space.

“We will try to keep 
them socially distanced 
with markings,” Kraemer 
said, adding this approach 
will be used for a couple of 
weeks to see if any adjust-
ments are needed. “We are 
keeping public health ad-
vised of our plans.”

VFW AUXILIARY MEETING
The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
3601 Auxiliary is meeting 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 9, at the post for 
regular business and election of 
officers.

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to our 
community members. Here is a 
list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged for 
the safety of the community and 

staff. HRC is here to help in this 
difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, PARIS
217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400. 24/7 
access for people feeling suicidal 
or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-

359-7593 Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support 
for anyone living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 
are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events. 
The following list is not compre-
hensive but represents informa-
tion provided to The Prairie Press 
about canceling or postponing 
events.

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and will 
not interact with the public in the 
office. 
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GOOD VIBES.
GOOD FEELS.
SAME HEART.
WE’RE BEHIND YOU!

MEMBER FDIC

BANKPROSPECT.COM

Explore our eProducts and bank
from the comfort of your own home!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

OPEN this Saturday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunday 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. for brunch

Fresh food, Fabulous view...
Where will the trail lead you?

Myers DistributingMyers Distributing

1675 State Road 163 East • Clinton, IN 47842
Located in the former JR Chevy Building across from 500 Automotive

$11, 035$11, 035

Myers DistributingMyers Distributing

FREE set-up & delivery within 100 miles

Shed Lot
Mon  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Tues
Wed-Fri  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

812-239-1732

24 X 32 
Car Garage

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

At 07-hundred-hours Mon-
day, June 1, Tony Kindred re-
joined the ranks of civilians.

His retirement from the 
Paris Fire Department became 
official Monday morning after 
more than 26 years of service. 
Reflecting on his career, Kin-
dred will not miss the 2 a.m. 
calls for a false alarm, but he will 
miss the 2 a.m. calls requiring 
firefighters to spring into action 
because someone needs help. 

“I’m here to do for the com-
munity,” Kindred said about 
what kept him motivated as a 
firefighter.

An Edgar County native, 
Kindred grew up in Chris-
man, graduated from Chris-
man High School in 1988 and 
earned an associates degree in 
business management of au-
tomotive services. His early 
working career included time 
with Mooney Motors in Chris-
man and dealerships in Dan-
ville and Indianapolis. 

The automotive background 
also proved useful with helping 
to maintain fire department 
equipment. That contribution 
was noted by Paris City Com-
mission Drew Griffin when 
placing Kindred’s retirement in 
front of the city council May 26 
for approval. 

Firefighting seemed a natu-
ral course for Kindred. His fa-
ther was the long-time chief in 
Chrisman.

“I grew up around it and at 
the station,” Kindred said, add-
ing he was a volunteer firefight-
er at Chrisman under his father. 
“It’s just something I’ve always 
done. Every little kid wants to 
play with fire trucks, and I’ve 
got to do that for a long time.”

Kindred values the time he 
was a volunteer at Chrisman 
because of the training oppor-
tunities that let him achieve 
the rank of Firefighter 2 while 
making applications to numer-
ous fulltime departments over 
a wide area. Paris happened to 
be the first one to call with an 
offer, and Jan. 1, 1994, was his 

first duty day as a trainee in Par-
is before later going to the Illi-
nois Fire Institute Academy for 
six weeks.

He also values the time with 
the Paris Fire Department 
because of the innovative ap-
proaches used by such a small 
department where it is required 
every firefighter knows how to 
do every task inside and out. In 
one day, it is possible to be the 
one taking the trash out to later 
being the incident commander 
at a fire or accident scene. 

While Kindred, like his 
fellow firefighters, does ev-
erything, he has specialized 
in serving as a scuba diver for 
the department and trained in 
hazardous materials response. 
He is also a training officer and 
instructor for CPR and first aid 
and does instruction for other 
departments.

“Paris is not better than oth-
er departments, it is just differ-
ent in the way it is structured,” 
Kindred said. “I’ve trained with 
guys all over the state and what 
some places do with 25 guys, 
knowing another battalion is 
on the way, we do with three 
or four. Our closest mutual aid 
is 20 minutes, and things can 
change in seconds at a fire.”

He acknowledged firefight-
ing wears on the body and the 
mind, and he is pleased with 
his career, saying he would not 

change anything. He also rec-
ognizes there are several factors 
making this the right time to 
retire.

“I don’t see myself as old,” he 
said. “Age is just a number, but 
I’m starting to realize what I can 
and can’t do anymore.”

He has accepted a position 
with a local company where he 
can use his mechanical back-
ground in a job that is more 
compatible with family life. 
Emergency responders miss 
many family events, holidays 
and school activities because of 
their work schedules.

“It’s more of time manage-
ment thing for the family,” 
said Kindred. “I’ve still got 
kids in school and with all of 
this COVID mess I’m going 
to make every opportunity to 
make the most of his senior 
year, if he has one. My daugh-
ter is starting eighth grade, and 
both are active in school.”

Still, leaving the department 
after so many years is not easy, 
although Kindred does not 
anticipate having the retired 
fire-horse syndrome of running 
after the alarms. One sense of 
responsibility will not be easy 
to set aside.

“I will miss being there to 
make sure they get to go home,” 
said Kindred. “The biggest 
thing with this job is making 
sure everyone goes home.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Tony Kindred retired from the Paris Fire Department after a ca-
reer of more than 26 years. He wants more time for his children 
and their school activities than is afforded by a firefighter’s 
schedule.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Public Library has 
started the process of re-
opening in phases, with the 
drop box now available and 
curbside service beginning 
June 8. The library building 
is not open for visits at this 
time.

The drop box opened 
Wednesday, June 3, for the 
return of library materials. 
It will be available for the 
return of all library mate-
rials now and during curb-
side service.

Curbside service begins 
Monday, June 8. Patrons 
may receive materials 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday. Call 
217-463-3950 during 
these hours to request 
books and other materials. 
At other times, requests 
may be placed by email at  
read@parispubliclibrary.
org, Facebook Messenger 
or with a SHARE library 
account.

Only local items may be 
requested. Interlibrary loan 
delivery is not expected to 
resume until sometime in 
July and, as a result, holds 
may not be placed on items 
at other libraries. 

Staff will call when items 
are ready to be picked up. 
Patrons need to call after 
parking in library lot and 
items will be brought to 
the vehicle. Those without 
a mobile phone should ad-
vise the library staff of that 
when called and told the 
items are ready for pick up.  

Summer Reading Pro-

Paris Public Library begins reopening
gram is coming, but it will be 
different this year. Activities, 
including two Douglas-Hart 
Nature Center programs, will 
be online. Some crafts will be 
available for pickup through 
curbside service. Details will 
be announced on the library 
Facebook page and www.
parispubliclibrary.org.

The library board and staff 
thanks everyone for their pa-
tience. The phased reopening 
was developed over the past 
weeks with advice from Illi-
nois Heartland Library Sys-
tem and Illinois Library Asso-
ciation and has been approved 
by Edgar County Health De-
partment.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorders Office issued 
the following marriage/civil 
union licenses during May: 
Eric Connor Kennedy, Fred-
ericksburg, Va., and Leha Ann 
Ford, Charleston; Edward 
Leroy Walden and Michelle 
Lynn Walden, both of Paris; 
James David Paquette and 
Amy Lyn Keys, both of Par-
is; William Decorry Barnett 
and Stefany Marie Brough-
ton, both of Paris; Mark Allen 
Gilmore of Hume and Loret-
ta Joyce Stirek of Newman; 

Marriage licenses issued in month of May
Beecher Justin Lynch Jr. and 
Sharon Lee Lynch, both of 
Paris; Joshua Lee Bouslog 
of Chrisman and Adalee 
Nichole Abernathy of Par-
is; Justin Robert Bruce and 
Kirsten Kay Rutherford, both 
of Brocton; Blake Andrew 
Frye and Amanda May King, 
both of Paris; Christopher 

Paul Adams and Avery Kath-
ryn MacPhee-Drake, both of 
Charleston; Nathan Wayne 
Hale and Nicky Nichole Ra-
mos, both of Paris; Walter 
Thomas Emerick and Diana 
Lynn Walker, both of George-
town; and Aaron John Davis 
of Champaign and Allison 
Milinda Fritz of Mahomet.

Kindred retires from the 
Paris Fire Department

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2016 Chevrolet Trax
LT

$13,200

2015 Chevrolet Malibu
SE

$11,400

2015 Ford Escape
Titanium

$14,300

2018 Ford F-150
XL

 $21,887

 2014 Ford Focus
SE

$9,500

 2015 Ford Edge
Titanium

$17,850
be community-minded. She 
said Reed was receptive, did 
the training to learn the ISBE 
nutrition requirements and 
will be the local site supervi-
sor for the paperwork. The 
Douglas County Health De-
partment remains responsi-
ble for the online reporting 
required by the summer food 
program. 

Minor stressed people can-
not order food from the restau-
rant’s regular menu as part of 
the summer meals program. 
The free meals must meet spe-
cific nutrition guidelines. The 

restaurant staff will prepare a 
breakfast and lunch each day 
according to those require-
ments, and those are the meals 
served for the free summer 
food program.

Reed has already planned 
out all of the meals for June. 
The June 8 lunch for chil-
dren is Salisbury steak, corn 
bread, mashed potatoes and 
milk. Some other meals for 
the month include: barbecue 
pulled pork, fruit, peas, cottage 
cheese and milk; grilled cheese, 
fries, corn, chicken noodle 
soup and milk; spaghetti, garlic 
bread, green beans and milk; 
and soft taco, tator tots, fruit, 
carrots and milk.

MEALS
FROM PAGE 1A

RAILS
FROM PAGE 1A

Work for the project is di-
vided between two contrac-
tors. Lovewell from Daven-
port, Iowa, is a company that 
specializes in guard rail in-
stallation, and it won the bid 
for that portion of the work. 
Local business Feutz Con-
tractors is responsible for the 
sight preparation required at 
each location before the guard 
rail installation.

According to Lawson, 
Lovewell’s goal is to have the 
project done by the end of 
June, weather permitting.

Placing new guard rails is 
only one of several improve-
ment and maintenance proj-
ects occurring this construc-
tion season. 

Lawson added work on the 
Staley Bridge built last year 
over Sugar Creek is nearing 
completion now with final 
grading, seeding, landscaping 
and sealing the road.

Pritzker’s COVID-19 re-
covery plan, the council dis-
cussed reopening city hall and 
the city library. Per the coun-
cil’s decision, those buildings 
opened Tueday, June 2, with 
some restrictions in place.

Only one person at a time 
may come into the city office 
and all visitors must wear a 
mask.

The library is a bigger space 
and can accommodate more 
people than the city office but 
occupancy is still limited by 
social distancing guidelines. 
All returned books will go 
into a 72-hour quarantine be-
fore they can be checked out 
again. Sneeze guards are in 
place at the circulation desk 
as is hand sanitizer and Pro-
tective Personal Equipment 
for the staff.

“I want to thank Dena (city 
clerk Dena Burns) for getting 
the material and building the 
sneeze guard at city hall,” said 
Alexander. 

Chrisman is not throwing 
all city facilities open at once. 
Commissioner Thad Crispin 
had a concern about public 
access to the parks, especially 
playground equipment.

“My big thing is sanitizing 
all of that equipment,” said 
Crispin. “I want to keep the 
basketball goals away. That 
will draw a crowd.”

Haddix suggested focus-
ing on getting the library and 
city hall open over the next 
two weeks and then consider 
what to do about the parks. 
The others agreed.

In an action item, the coun-
cil set the rate for when it is 
necessary for city employees 
to mow neglected proper-
ties. The rate is $60 per hour 
for use of the city tractor and 
bush hog, $20 per man hour 
involved in mowing, a $50 
administrative fee, all legal 
fees associated with placing a 
lien against the property if the 
bill is not paid and reimburse-
ment of any legal fees associ-
ated with releasing the lien if 
that happens.

Such a lien can be an im-
pediment for the owner giv-
ing a clear title when selling 
the property.

Mayor Dan Owen support-
ed making the property own-
ers responsible for reimburs-
ing the city for any legal fees 
associated with a lien.

“We shouldn’t be paying 
anything to clean up people’s 
property,” said Owen.

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — A free study 
reviewing the condition of 
the Kansas water tower came 
back with an expensive set of 
recommendations.

The village board exam-
ined the study during the 
Wednesday, June 3, village 
meeting, and the biggest cost 
was sandblasting the tower 
to bare metal and painting 
it. Adding to the expense 
is the fact an older layer of 
lead-based paint is on the 
exterior of the tower, which 
will require a special effort to 
capture the debris created by 
sandblasting. Some founda-
tion work is needed, a safety 
cage is needed on the access 

ladder and the installation of 
an overflow valve was also 
recommended.

On the positive side, the 
report noted even though 
the tower is technically at 
the end of its useful life, it 
appears sound and capable of 
continuing to serve the com-
munity. The estimated cost of 
$300,000 for all of the work 
raised concerns.

“It definitely needs paint-
ed,” said trustee Ron Baker. 
“I don’t know how you would 
get that old paint off without 
sandblasting it.”

Baker expressed displea-
sure with the results from the 
last time the tower was paint-
ed because that paint did not 
hold up well. 

Jordan Richardson, su-
pervisor of public works 
and the water department, 
voiced mixed feelings about 
the $300,000 price tag, while 
questioning where the village 
can find the money. He said 
on the one hand making that 
kind of commitment could 
mean keeping the tower in 
service for an untold number 
of years, but he also won-
dered if such a large expendi-
ture for maintenance means 
the village might be better off 
replacing the tower, which 
may be a century old, and 
building a new standpipe that 
requires less maintenance.  

No action was taken on the 
report’s recommendations.

“We need to get some 

others to look at it before 
we make any decisions,” said 
trustee Steve Hood.

Police Chief Jeff Goodwin 
had some good news-bad 
news to relate in his report. 
On the good news side, he 
said the Ford Expedition po-
lice vehicle is finally outfitted 
and in service. 

“It’s been a six-month jour-
ney with the Expedition since 
we went to Chicago to get it,” 
said Goodwin.

Another piece of good 
news is the department re-
ceived a grant from the Edgar 
County Community Foun-
dation to purchase three bul-
let-resistant vests.

“I issued them to officers 
that didn’t have any body ar-

mor,” said Goodwin.
The new vests are also 

spike resistant and protect 
an officer against a Taser. He 
acknowledged the vests are 
uncomfortable and hot, but 
they are required. Goodwin 
made sure to wear one when 
he went to arrest a man who 
had outstanding warrants 
from Indiana.

“I knew this guy from 
when I worked at Paris. He 
is always armed with a gun,” 
said Goodwin, noting vests 
are an important part of po-
lice equipment. “It’s like an 
insurance policy. You never 
know when you are going to 
need it.”

On the bad news side, 
Goodwin said domestic bat-

teries continue at a high rate. 
He said the department had 
averaged about 10 domestic 
battery responses per month 
since March and before that 
it was only one or two a 
month.

“Domestic issues are still 
way up,” said Goodwin. “We 
respond to them because 
people are tired of each oth-
er.”

The village board autho-
rized the purchase of a new 
computer for the village hall. 
Board president Ross Carrell 
explained the present com-
puter uses Windows 7, which 
is not compatible with the 
accounting software Quick-
Books that requires a Win-
dows 10 platform. 

Estimate shocks Kansas village board

BY EVERETT LAU
elau99@rocketmail.com 

A hot and humid day set 
the stage for a line of thunder-
storms to develop Wednesday 
evening, June 3, and bring 
damaging winds and flash 
flooding to Edgar and sur-
rounding counties.

The line of storms fired up 

Edgar County endures its first big 
summer storm of 2020 on Wednesday

near U.S. Highway 36 where 
a stationary boundary was in 
place. Initially, there were just 
a couple of thunderstorm cells 
along the boundary, but they 
grow in intensity, leading to a 
severe thunderstorm warning 
for northern parts of Edgar 
County just before 8:30 p.m.

The National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS) warned of the 
potential for 60 mph wind 
gusts and quarter-size hail as 
the storms slowly moved to 
the east at 20 mph.

Edgar County Emergency 
Services and Disaster Agency 
(ESDA) Coordinator Jill Tay-
lor said she did receive a cou-
ple of reports about damage in 
the county.

The automatic weather ob-
servation station at the Edgar 
County Airport recorded a 57 
mph wind gust as the storm 
passed over, and the wind 
gusts in that area downed 
trees.

Taylor said there were pow-
er poles down and trees down 
on power lines in Edgar Town-

ship. Severe wind destroyed 
part of a machine shed and 
took down multiple trees at 
the home of Brouilletts Creek 
Township resident Dale Hess.       

EnerStar Electric Coop-
erative reported power out-
ages across northern parts of 
the county after the storms 
moved through.

While there were reports of 
wind damage, flash flooding 
led to more issues across the 
county as the rain continued 
to fall.

As the thunderstorms 
formed along the stationary 
boundary, there wasn’t much 
of a push in the atmosphere to 
get them on their way, so they 
continually developed over the 
same areas, producing copious 
amounts of rainfall in a short 
amount of time.

NWS meteorologists issued 
a flash flood warning for north-
ern Edgar County at 8:40 p.m., 
and then another warning was 
issued for the rest of the coun-
ty shortly before 10 p.m., con-
tinuing until early Thursday 

morning.
The National Weather 

Service received numerous 
reports of two to four inches 
of rain across Champaign, 
Coles, Douglas, and Edgar 
counties, and some resi-
dents reported on the Prai-
rie Press Facebook page as 
much as seven inches of rain 
fell in their gauges.

With all that water in a 
short amount of time, there 
were reports of flooded 
roadways. Rural residents 
woke up to acres of ponding 
in planted fields.

The NWS reported wa-
ter was flowing over state 
Route 1 near 1650N just 
before 10:30 p.m., prompt-
ing officials to set up barri-
cades, and water was also 
flowing over state Route 
130 between Villa Grove 
and Camargo.

Taylor said the water had 
receded in Edgar County 
by Thursday morning and 
roadways were once again 
open.

 Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A powerful storm that developed over Northern Edgar County June 3 severely damaged this machine shed owned by Dale Hess 
and destroyed multiple trees in his yard. Reports of downed power lines, toppled utility poles and flooded roads accompanied 
the slow-moving event. Water ponding in agricultural fields have resulted in many acres of damaged crops.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Congregants of the First 
United Methodist Church in 
Paris have a surprise lined up 
for the Rev. Joe Tomich, who is 
entering semi-retirement.

“We can’t have a dinner, and 
the Methodists in our area are 
not able to have a service of 
more than 10 people,” said Pat-
ti McHenry. “We are going to 
have a parade to honor him.”

McHenry said church mem-
bers are meeting at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, June 7, in the south park-
ing lot of the church on Court 
Street. If a fire truck is available, 
it will lead the short parade of 

vehicles past the parsonage on 
Wood Street.

She anticipates several signs 
wishing Tomich good luck and 
a happy retirement. Some peo-
ple are also planning to throw 
candy when they get to the 
parsonage because he always 
had candy for children follow-
ing Sunday worship service.

According to McHenry, 
Tomich, and his wife, Pastor 
Stacy Tomich, are relocating 
to Rushville where they have 
important ties. A new pastor is 
expected to arrive in late June. 

“We don’t want him to re-
tire,” said McHenry. “He is go-
ing to be greatly missed.”

Methodists say 
goodbye to Pastor Joe

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — Edgar 
County has been issued a final 
property assessment equaliza-
tion factor of 1.0000, accord-
ing to David Harris, Director 
of the Illinois Department of 
Revenue.

The property assessment 
equalization factor, often 
called the multiplier, is the 
method used to achieve uni-
form property assessments 
among counties, as required 
by law. This equalization is 
particularly important be-
cause some of the state's 6,600 
local taxing districts overlap 
into two or more counties. 
If there were no equalization 
among counties, substantial 
inequities among taxpayers 
with comparable properties 
would result.

By law, property in Illinois 
should be assessed at one-

third (1/3) of its market val-
ue. Farm property is assessed 
differently, with farm home-
sites and dwellings subject to 
regular assessing and equal-
ization procedures, but farm-
land is assessed at one-third of 
its agriculture economic val-
ue. Farmland is not subject to 
the state equalization factor.

The equalization factor is 
determined annually for each 
county by comparing the 
price of individual properties 
sold over the past three years 
to the assessed value placed 
on those properties by the 
county supervisor of assess-
ments/county assessor. As-
sessments in Edgar County 
are at 33.31 percent of mar-
ket value, based on sales of 
properties in 2016, 2017, and 
2018.

The equalization factor cur-
rently being assigned is for 
2019 taxes, payable in 2020. 

Edgar County final multiplier is 1
Last year's equalization fac-
tor for the county was also 
1.0000.

 A change in the equaliza-
tion factor does not mean 
total property tax bills will 
increase or decrease. Tax 
bills are determined by lo-
cal taxing bodies when they 
request money each year 
to provide services to lo-
cal citizens.  If the amount 
requested by local taxing 
districts is not greater than 
the amount received in the 
previous year, then total 
property taxes will not in-
crease even if assessments 
increase.

The assessed value of an 
individual property deter-
mines what portion of the 
tax burden a specific tax-
payer will assume. That in-
dividual's portion of tax re-
sponsibility is not changed 
by the multiplier.

MASKS
FROM PAGE 1A

wondering if I needed sup-
plies. I even had a family 

send a video of them wear-
ing the masks and saying, 
‘thank you, Robbie.’ I’m real-
ly thankful for everyone I’ve 
donated to.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Another mask comes from the sewing machine of Chrisman 
High School student Robbie Rollins, who has made more than 
100 masks following schools closing as part of the shelter-in-
place order.

Service is Monday 
through Friday with a dif-
ferent meal prepared each 
day to create variety.

Minor confirmed a sim-
ilar program is in place 
for Shiloh School District 
children. Joannie Smith at 
the Front Street Market 
in Hume is preparing the 
meals that families may pick 
up there or at delivery sites 
in Metcalf and Newman. 
More information about 
the Shiloh meals is available 
by calling the school, 217-
887-2258.

“It’s all going to be new, 
and we’ll see how it works 
out,” said Minor. 
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Thomas D. Carroll, Director                                                    (217) 465-6311 
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                              Fax (217) 465-6312
www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

600 E. Court St.
Paris, IL 

217-465-4775
Peter Templeton Mark Anderson

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

When selecting a funeral home, we simply suggest,
“Ask families we’ve served.”“Ask families we’ve served.”

Ben Lueken, Managing Member

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

Fresh & Silk Flowers 
for All Occasions

Garden and 
Bedding Plants

Greenhouse Grown
BE SURE TO LIKE US ON

713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL217-465-4048217-465-4048

WEIR’S FLORISTWEIR’S FLORIST
Randy Weir

www.weirsflorist.com

ROBERT WEAVER
MARSHALL — Robert 

A. “Buck” Weaver, 89, of Mar-
shall, passed away 9:47 a.m. 

Monday, June 
1, 2020, in 
Life’s Journey 
Senior Liv-
ing, Paris.

A private 
service is to-
day, June 6, at 
Pearce Funer-
al Home, with 
the Rev. Rob-
ert Sabo offi-
ciating. Burial 

in the Marshall Cemetery is ac-
companied by military grave-
side rites. Visitation is from 
noon to 2 p.m. today at the 
funeral home with COVID-19 
Guidelines observed. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Life’s Journey Senior 
Living or to Bryan Manor of 
Centralia in care of Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

ANNA WALSH
OAKLAND — Anna Ma-

rie Johnson Walsh, 85, of Par-
is, and formerly of Metcalf, 

went home 
to be with the 
Lord Sun-
day, May 31, 
2020, at her 
home.

A family 
graveside ser-
vice is 11 a.m. 

today, June 6, at Shields Cem-
etery. Krabel Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Walsh was born May 
15, 1935, in Crooked Creek 

Township, Cumberland 
County, the daughter of John 
McCoy and Lu Belle Thom-
as Johnson. She married Roy 
Walsh Aug. 9, 1955, and he 
preceded her in death June 21, 
2017.

She is survived by a daugh-
ter, Benita ( James) Wallace of 
Leaner, Texas; a brother, Den-
nis Johnson of Paris; and two 
sisters, Mary Roberts of Neo-
ga and Ruby Pinnell of Paris.  

She was preceded in death 
by three brothers and five sis-
ters.

Mrs. Walsh was a founding 
member of the Paris Southern 

Baptist Church. She formerly 
worked as a home health aide 
and enjoyed crochet, fishing, 
cooking, baking, puzzles, read-
ing and studying the Bible. 
She spent her entire life caring 
deeply and giving selflessly to 
everyone she met. She was a 
child at heart and her uplifting 
spirit and humor brought so 
much joy and laughter. She will 
be sorely missed.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Paris Southern 
Baptist Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com.

EMMETT NICHOLS
KANSAS — Emmett Ed-

ward Nichols, 83, left this 
world and walked through 

heaven’s gates 
12:45 p.m. 
Friday, May 
29, 2020. 

A celebra-
tion of life is 
at a later date. 
Private burial 
is in Fairview 

Cemetery, Kansas. Harp-
er-Swickard Funeral Home, 
Charleston, is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mr. Nichols was born Dec. 
21, 1936, the son of Eldon 
Monroe and Nona Faye Sum-
mers Nichols at their home 
near Wapella. He married Jan-
ice Lucille Everett March 31, 
1956, at LeRoy, and she pre-
ceded him in death. 

He is survived by four sons, 
David (Dena) Nichols of West-
field, Michael (Julie) Nichols 
of Greenview, Steven Nich-
ols of Paris and Mark (Car-
ol) Nichols of Kansas; eight 
grandchildren, Amy Nichols, 
Chad Nichols, Jeremiah (Ela-
na) Nichols, Sarah (Jake) 

Tierney, Jason (Chelsea) Nich-
ols, Samantha (Josh) Center, 
Josiah (Cassandra) Nichols, 
Michelle (Thomas) Rieke; 
eight great-grandchildren; two 
brothers, Merle (Judy) Nich-
ols of Decatur and Fred (Lin-
da) Nichols of Eva, Ala.; and 
one sister, Peggy (Richard) 
Deffenbaugh of Monticello.

He was preceded in death 
by three sisters, Nelda, Frances 
and Gerry and one brother, 
Cletus. 

Mr. Nichols lived in and 
around Wapella, all of his 
childhood. He graduated from 
Waynesville, Illinois, Town-
ship High School in 1954.  

After marriage, he worked 
at a variety of jobs until he en-
tered the ministry at the age of 
27. He began preaching in June 
1964 at the Christian Church 
in Sidney.  In April 1969, he 
started his ministry at First 
Church of Christ in Potomac.  
In the fall of 1972, he began the 
work of promoting the work of 
the Indian Christian Mission 
in Show Low, Ariz. During 
this time, he lived with wife 
and sons in Kansas, where they 
lived until his death.

In February 1974, he be-
came the preacher at State 
Line Christian Church, near 
Paris.  During his time there, 
he assisted the congregation 
to build a new building. Mr. 
Nichols and his wife became 
a part of African Christian 
Mission in November 1977.  
They spent four years in Zaire, 
Africa, where he built church 
buildings and helped to disci-
ple a group of young men who 
are still faithfully serving the 
Lord today. 

He spent 14 years as the 
Stateside Representative for 
ACM before becoming one of 
the organization’s missionaries 
in Nigeria, West Africa.  He 
lived in the U. S. and made trips 
to Nigeria where he worked at 
training young preachers and 
church leaders the rest of his 
life.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Kansas Christian 
Church Missions, P.O. Box 
301, Kansas, IL  61933.  Please 
specify on the memo line Afri-
can Leadership Scholarship or 
Tracy’s Heart.   

Online condolences at hsck-
fh.com.

MARY ANN MCCROBIE
Mary Ann McCrobie, 90, of 

Paris, and formerly of Weems, 
Va., passed away at 7:07 a.m. 

T h u r s d a y , 
June 4, 2020, 
at her resi-
dence.

Private in-
terment is at 
a later date 
in the Sev-
enth Day Ad-

ventist Church Cemetery in 
Kilmarnock, Virginia. Temple-
ton Funeral Home is assisting 
with local arrangements

Mrs. McCrobie was born 
Aug. 10, 1929, in Boston, 
Mass., the daughter of the 
late Luigi and Stella DeSanto 
Flamma. She married Edgar J. 
“Mac” McCrobie May 1, 1959, 
in Weems. He preceded her in 
death July 18, 1991.

Survivors include two chil-
dren, Carol (Terry) Willett 
and Wade McCrobie, both of 
Paris; two grandchildren, Amy 
Morelli of Longwood, Fla., 
and Daniel (Amber) Willett of 
Paris; one great-granddaugh-
ter, Gracie Willett; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by a daughter, Phyllis McCro-
bie; a brother, Charles Flam-
ma; and a sister, Phyllis Pecora.

Mrs. McCrobie was an avid 
bingo player when her health 
permitted, and she loved going 
to yard sales and collecting an-
tiques.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Diabetic Association or to the 
National Kidney Foundation.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

RAY FARRIS
MARSHALL — Ray 

A. Farris, 97, of Dennison, 
passed away Tuesday, June 2, 

2020. 
A private 

graveside ser-
vice is Sun-
day, June 7, 
in the Farris 
C e m e t e r y, 
near Den-
nison, with 

Pastors Adam Penn and Tim 
Duke officiating. A drive-
through visitation is from 5 to 
8 p.m. today, June 6, at Pearce 
Funeral Home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Equine Pro-
gram of the Clark County 4-H 
Foundation. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

CATHERINE CAUDILL
Catherine M. Caudill, 58, 

of Paris, passed away at 3:33 
p.m. Friday, May 29, 2020, at 

Carle Foun-
dation Hos-
pital, Urbana.

P r i v a t e 
burial is in 
F r a n k l i n 
C e m e t e r y. 
T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 

Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

 More information and on-
line condolences at www.tem-
pletonfuneralhome.com. 

ROSEMARY BLACK
Rosemary R. Black, 83, of 

Chicago, and formerly of Paris, 
passed away at 1:54 p.m. Tues-

day, June 2, 
2020, at OSF 
Little Com-
pany of Mary 
Hospital, Ev-
ergreen Park.

A pri-
vate Mass 
of Christian 

Burial will be celebrated at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church of 
Paris, with private burial fol-
lowing in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Templeton Funeral Home of 
Paris is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

ELEANOR ANKER
Eleanor Droll Anker, 101, 

passed away Tuesday, May 19, 
2020, after an extended ill-

ness. She was 
e m p l o y e d 
20 years at 
Horace Link 
& Co. as a 
private sec-
retary and 
later as credit 
manager

A graveside service is at a 
later date. Stewart and Carroll 
funeral home is handling the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Anker was born Nov. 
7, 1918, the daughter of the 
late Sarah and Cyril Droll.  

She married Howard Ank-
er, and he preceded her in 

death in 1972. 
She is survived by her son 

Michael (Ann) Anker; two 
grandchildren, John (Bever-
ly) Anker and Sarah (Daniel) 
Frederick; five great-grand-
children, Ally Anker, Jenna 
Anker, Gray Frederick, Lib-
by Frederick and Mary Kate 
Frederick.

Mrs. Anker graduated from 
the University of Iowa with a 
BS in business administration 
and was a member of Alpha 
Delta Sorority. She lived sev-
eral places including Albany, 
Ga., Niceville, Fla., and in 
2013, she moved to Roanoke, 
Ala.

She was an avid bridge 
player and earned her Life 
Master Certificate in 2010 

after she had played duplicate 
bridge for less than five years. 
She continued playing in An-
niston, Ala., even after her 
100th birthday. She loved to 
travel, read, cook and be with 
friends and family. She will be 
remembered for her great zest 
for life, wit and streak of mis-
chievousness.

The family sincerely appre-
ciates her loving caregivers at 
Traylor Manor II, Dr. Russell 
Peterson and Compassus 
Hospice for the excellent 
care she received. It was such 
a comfort during the trying 
times of isolation during the 
pandemic. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Illinois State Police 
and Vermilion County au-
thorities confirmed Friday, 
June 5, the human remains 
found April 11 at Indiano-
la are those of Anthony R. 
Rauch, 31, who was previ-
ously reported as missing.

Rauch was identified 
through an autopsy and 
DNA analysis. His death 
is being investigated as a 
homicide by the Vermilion 

Remains of missing Paris man found
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Illinois State Police and the 
Vermilion County Coroner’s 
office.

Investigators are asking that 

anyone with knowledge of the 
case contact either the Vermil-
ion County Sheriff 217-442-
4080 or Crime Stoppers at 
217-446-8477.  

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper



Editor, The Prairie Press:
The Sisters of Providence lead-

ership team and the Providence 
Community strongly condemn 
the heinous violence against and 
ultimate murder of Mr. George 
Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis 
police officers. We mourn with the 
Floyd family as yet again another 
unarmed black man’s life is snuffed 
out by individuals sworn to serve 
and protect all persons. Therein 
lies the problem. Do we really 
mean all persons?  Are we ready 
to examine the structural roots of 
racism in our nation?

We believe the tone and inten-
sity of public gatherings across 
this country are an urgent plea for 
genuine effective work to eradi-
cate both individual and structural 
racism. The nonviolent protests, 
rallies, prayer vigils and clean-up 
crews all share a desire for healing 
across racial divides. We join per-
sons across the nation gathering 
in streets and public places to say, 
“End White Silence,” and “Black 
Lives Matter.”  

Moreover, we are saddened 
by the violence in our streets 
these past few days. At the same 
time, we recognize the depth and 
breadth of violence inflicted upon 
black communities since before 
we were an independent nation. 
The violence of racism can and 
must stop. And the violence in 
the streets can and must stop. The 
voices that decry the racist atti-
tudes and actions must be heard 
and heeded. We are all made in 
the image and likeness of God. We 
know this to be true and commit 
to work toward ending the indi-
vidual and structural racism that 
has provoked the violence.

As a predominantly white 
community of Roman Catholic 
women religious, we know we 
have work to do. We commit 

to further exploring our white 
privilege and understanding the 
intersectional nature of racism 
across the systems of power in 
our society. Fr. Bryan Massingale 
has described racism as a soul 
sickness. We declare ourselves sick 
as a nation. We are beginning to 
see white privilege as a source of 
that sickness. We urge community 
leaders to come together with 
clear intention and readiness to 
work toward eradicating racism in 
our society.

The path ahead will require all 
our efforts. All of us will, at times, 
be uncomfortable. And we know 
as people of faith that our God 
wants us to succeed. We are all 
created in the image and likeness 
of God.  Indeed, all God has cre-
ated is holy. Let us move forward 
together and let the light shine 
into the darkness we are now 
experiencing, “trusting in that 
Providence that so far has never 
failed us.”

Dawn Tomaszewski, Lisa Stallings, 
Mary Beth Klingel, Jeanne Hagelskamp, 

Jenny Howard 
Leadership Team of the Sisters of 

Providence 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana

Floyd’s killing an 
echo of past racism
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Again, I can’t breathe. Last 
week nationwide protests raged 
across the U.S. over the death 
of George Floyd, his only crime 
being the suspicion of passing a 
counterfeit $20 bill. 

The image of George Floyd 
handcuffed, on his stomach with 
a knee on his neck for almost 
seven minutes and keeping a knee 
on his neck after no pulse for an 
additional two minutes with no 

resuscitation, was horrifying to 
watch. Only after people’s pain 
and frustration erupted was offi-
cer Derek Chauvin arrested and 
finally charged with Floyd’s mur-
der, but all four officers should 
have been arrested after the video 
surfaced. 

The outrage stems from 
constantly seeing black people 
executed with impunity. Hanging 
black people from trees does not 
occur anymore, but the unspoken 
concept that blacks are somehow 
not equal to whites caused the 
hate that flourishes into brutality, 
especially with Trump praising 
the white weekend warriors and 
Bull Connor tactics from the 60s. 
While the White House plays the 
blame game, all are suffering.

Whether it’s 1968, 1992 or 
2020 an uprising is always the 
voice of the unheard. Violence is 
never the answer, but neither is a 
smug, self-satisfied status quo. 

The killing of George Floyd 
ignited this firestorm, with an 
inheritance to us; namely an infer-
no forever burning. We are in this 
moment, now living in the United 
States of anguish. 

Healing though is coming. The 
Minneapolis Police Chief said all 
officers now are complicit in the 
death of Floyd, and when asked 
a question from the Floyd family, 
he responded by first taking off 
his hat, showing respect. Well 
done, Chief.

Anita Griffith,
Vermilion

Don’t give up hope in 
midst of powerlessness
Editor, The Prairie Press:

How could I not remember 
how it felt to be so powerless in a 
crisis? My first letter to the editor 

SATURDAY,  
JUNE 6, 2020 6A

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Nancy Roberts Zeman, Publisher
Gary Henry, Editor

Liberal 
arts 
colleges 
are in peril

We need 
to hear the 
message

“Violence as a way of achieving 
racial justice is both impractical and 
immoral. It is impractical because it is a 
descending spiral ending in destruction 
for all. It is immoral because it seeks to 
humiliate the opponent rather than win 
his understanding; it seeks to annihi-
late rather than to convert. Violence is 
immoral because it thrives on hatred 
rather than love.”  

—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Anyone who witnessed the 
violence, disorder and chaos of 
the last week following the death 
of George Floyd can’t help but be 
heartbroken. 

We’re heartbroken not only for a 
the life lost of a 46-year-old black 
man but for the continuing fears 
many African-Americans harbor 
about dealing with the police. 

Protests in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul  and nationwide are something 
painfully predictable. What’s dif-

ferent this time is America’s police 
chiefs are outraged. 

We must do better.  As a nation, we 
must wake up to, speak out against 
and stop the racism black Americans 
experience and fear every day.

We must acknowledge that more 
than six decades after the birth of the 
civil rights movement, we remain 
a grossly unequal society in which 
people of color — especially black 
men — face disparate treatment 
because of the pigment of their skin.

The trashing and looting of 
communities solves nothing. It 
only makes the economic injustice 
worse, for it damages the business-
es employing us and serving us all. 
The destruction is an indictment of 

wrong-minded protesters bent on 
violence and should not be taken as 
a reflection on those who gathered 
with legitimate cause.

It’s time for us to hear the pain and 
the feelings of helplessness — surely 
exacerbated by weeks of quarantine 
as a pandemic ravages our nation 
and disproportionately attacks the 
very same minority communities 
that also experience the worst dis-
crimination.

There must be wide room for 
the peaceful voices of protest to be 
heard. It’s incumbent on all of us to 
listen to those voices, support those 
voices right to protest, acknowledge 
that we remain a divided nation and 
find a way to end that division.

We must speak up and speak out. 
This is a time for America to search 
its national soul, to recognize the 
racism within and to work empathet-
ically to correct it. 

We’ve ignored it for too long.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Violence not the way

Sisters of Providence stand against racism
YOUR VIEW
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There are 4,000 degree-granting colleges 
and universities in our nation: community 
colleges, private liberal arts colleges, regional 

and urban public universities, 
and graduate research cen-
ters. I have taught within each 
type; each has its strengths 
and makes distinctive contri-
butions to society. 

Yet I have a soft spot in 
my heart for the liberal arts 
college, of which there are 
700-800 in the U.S. With 
500-2,000 students each, 
the schools offer a personal 
approach rarely found else-

where. Rather than specialize the mind, these 
schools broaden and enlarge the mind. 

Illinois has more than its share of these 
colleges, from Rockford down to McKend-
ree in Lebanon. They were often started in 
the 19th century by Yankee ministers who 
believed in the civilizing influence of higher 
education — and before the development of 
public colleges.

Faculty often invite students into their 
homes for supper and talk during a term. Dit-
to for informal chats among faculty, staff and 
students over coffee between classes in the 
student center. Athletes who are not big or 
fast enough to play in the Big Ten can pursue 
their love of the game at these schools. And 
fellow students cheer on these true student 
athletes, whom they actually know. 

Professors are there to teach and mentor. 
Most are devoted to their students, even 
though the pay is often less than many high 
school teachers pull down. Many such 
schools are like a big family, and the hot-
house environments often lift graduates into 
top-flight graduate, medical, law and profes-
sional schools.

Yet I fear many liberal arts colleges are in 
peril, the drip-drip of closures over recent 
decades turned into a steady stream, exacer-
bated by the coronavirus. The 30 or so top-
ranked such schools and the few others with 
big endowments will be fine, yet most liberal 
arts colleges have measly treasuries.

Many, maybe most liberal arts colleges 
have been struggling for decades. Many 
reasons:
nRelatively high cost, and parental skit-

tishness over taking on heavy debt, which has 
helped keep many liberal arts colleges afloat 
in recent decades. 
nDeclining numbers of high school grad-

uates. 

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS  
PERSPECTIVE

See NOWLAN, Page 7A

In recent days since the 
incident in Minneapolis 
that led to the death of 
George 
Floyd, the 
nation has 
witnessed 
a series of 
protests 
and riots 
across the 
country. 
And while 
the inves-
tigation 
into Mr. 
Floyd's death and the 
criminal proceeding 
against the police officer 
involved will go forward, 
the public's attention will 
be distracted from the 
serious issues at hand.

Peaceful protests are, 
and have always been, a 
tradition in the United 
States. 

Very much unique in 
the world, this nation 
not only tolerates, but 
embraces the right of 
people to assemble and 
state their case in a public 
fashion. Regardless of 
their particular political 
or ideological leaning, 
Americans support the 
right of fellow citizens to 
voice objections.

Peaceful protests are not 
only protected, but rightly 
valued. They have been 
an indispensable agent of 
change on many fronts, 
and helped this nation 
progress into a more 
tolerant, far-minded and 
open society. Government 
leaders are almost always 
made uncomfortable by 
protests - and that's the 
point.

But protests, regard-
less of the issue, must be 
the focus of the public's 
attention in order to be 
effective. 

After all, protesting is 
about getting a message 
out - to the public, the 
press and elected officials. 
Change is the ultimate 
goal of protesting, and in 
order to effectuate that 
change, the message must 
be heard. 

This is the central pillar 
of the First Amendment 
- that open conversation 
and dialogue leads to truth 
and understanding and ul-
timately better policies and 
a better society for all.

But when peaceful pro-
tests over the most serious 
of issues are hijacked - and 
there is no other word 
for what's happened - by 

DALE
RIGHTER
GUEST 
COLUMN

Throughout much of your working life, 
you contribute to your 401(k), IRA and 
other investment accounts to help ensure 

a comfortable retirement. 
However, once you do retire, 
you’ll need to shift your fo-
cus somewhat from building 
these investments to using 
them – in other words, you’ll 
have to start withdrawing 
from your portfolio to meet 
the costs of living. How can 
you be sure you’re not taking 
out so much that you risk 
outliving your resources?

First of all, you need to 
establish a proper withdrawal rate – the 
percentage of your portfolio’s value needed 
for one year’s worth of retirement expenses. 
Ideally, if you were to stick with this rate, your 
portfolio would last as long as you do. Your 
withdrawal rate should be based on a number 
of factors, including your age, amount of 
assets, portfolio mix and retirement life-
style. A financial professional can help you 
determine the rate that’s right for you, but 
it's important to understand that this rate is 
a starting point since you will want to review 
your withdrawals each year to ensure they are 
still appropriate.

If the financial markets performed smooth-
ly and predictably, year in and year out, any 
adjustments you make would likely be more 
modest.  But, as you know, and as we’ve all 
been reminded the last several months, the 
markets are neither smooth nor predictable. 
Rather than constantly trying to change your 
withdrawal rate and spending in response to 
movements in the markets – which may be 
challenging if you have grown accustomed 
to a certain standard of living – you might 
be better off adopting a more conservative 
rate at the beginning of your retirement. 
For example, if you are in your mid-60s, you 
could start at a withdrawal rate of about 4%, 

Managing 
withdrawals 
can help protect 
retirement income  

DERRICK
LORENZEN
FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

See LORENZEN, Page 7A

See RIGHTER, Page 7ASee LETTERS, Page 7A
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Get a smart start on  
your future at Ivy Tech!
Now more than ever, Ivy Tech Community College 
can prepare students for work in Indiana’s most in-
demand career fields, or help students save on costs 
toward a bachelor’s degree program. Residents of 
Clark, Crawford, and Edgar counties also qualify for 
Indiana in-state tuition.

RSVP now to attend Ivy Tech Terre Haute’s  
Virtual Enrollment Day and:

• Get 1-on-1 help with enrollment steps

• Register for classes

• Discuss financial aid options

• Talk with academic advisors to 
 get questions answered

Summer classes start June 8 and are mostly virtual 
or online. Fall classes start August 24 with a variety 
of class options.

RSVP FOR VIRTUAL ENROLLMENT DAY AT 
IVYTECH.EDU/VISITUS
QUESTIONS?  (812) 298-2280  OR  ACOX87@IVYTECH.EDU

VIRTUAL
IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENROLLMENT DAY
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2005 Toyota
Camry

Was $5,985 Now 
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$4,985

#C20186A1
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Low Miles!
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3rd Row!

Was $9,985 Now 
$8,985

2008 Chevrolet
Silverado 1500

#X20048A

4x4!

2008 BMW
750LI

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,766

#C20202B

$79,900
Sticker Price!

2011 Toyota
Camry

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,954#C19063B

1-Owner!

Was $9,985 Now 
$9,053

2013 Chrysler
Town & Country

#X20023A1

Local Trade!

545 N. 9th St. • Clinton, IN

Join us for 
lunch or dinner!

MON-SAT   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Serving the finest food in 
“Little Italy Town”

BEST ITALIAN BEEF IN THE 
WABASH VALLEY!

Curbside available - Call we’ll have it ready for you.

765-832-3130

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

 University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate email us at uie-cce@illinois.edu.

A WEEK OF 
GREAT WEBINARS

CLICK ON EVENTS

Freezing Foods at Home, Explaining the

Greenhouse Effect, Communication

Strategies for Dementia, Weed

Identification & Hemp Crop Updates

GO.ILLINOIS.EDU/CCE

nLocation often in small, 
out-of-the-way cities and 
hamlets, which never grew.
nDramatic expansion of 

lower-cost public universities 
and community colleges, 
the latter supported by both 
state appropriations as well 
as property tax dollars, and 
located close to their student 
markets.
nElimination long ago of 

direct Illinois state aid for 
private colleges, as well as 
sharp reductions in the past 
decade in the state’s need-
based scholarship programs 
and online education, which 
doesn’t require “the college 
experience.”

The coronavirus may now 
push many liberal arts insti-
tutions over the edge. One in 
Illinois, MacMurray College 
in Jacksonville, announced 
last month it is closing after 
174 years at the end of the 
semester. Predictions are 
that uncertainties about how 
college will be conducted 
this fall might drive higher 
education enrollments down 
by 20 percent. Whatever the 
decline, it may be worse at ol’ 
Siwash (a fond to me, out-
of-date term for the typical 
liberal arts college). 

After all, say parents and 
students, why should we 
pay relatively big bucks for 
the personalized college 
experience, if there may not 
be so much of an on-campus 
experience this coming fall, 
or even into the future?

Of course, every private 
college alum and trustee 
believes, though with knitted 
brow, that his ol’ Siwash will 
survive, as others succumb. 
And planning for alternative 
futures, the trustees fret, 
would send the worst of 
signals to the larger world.

What to do? Possible op-
tions, among others, I’m sure:
nCooperative colleges. 

Share foreign language, geol-
ogy, classics, environmental 
science and other small 
department faculty.
nOn-campus “Academies 

of Advanced Excellence” — 
for talented high school stu-
dents in the college’s region, 
who can’t get enough physics, 
computer science, foreign 
language, advanced music or 
whatever from their limited 
high school programs. 

Similar to the “dual credit” 
courses offered to high 
schoolers by community col-
leges, “advanced excellence” 
could be, like AP courses, 
more rigorous than dual 
credit, and possibly accepted 

by top private colleges and 
universities.

These academies would 
augment the continuing, 
traditional liberal arts college 
program.
nIf staying open is not an 

option, maybe transform a 
campus into a Hope Mead-
ows. Former University of Illi-
nois professor Brenda Eheart 
converted a closed military 
base near her university into 
a community that brings 
oldsters together with foster 
care families in a mutually 
supportive living environ-
ment. Hope Meadows has 
been replicated in nine places 
across America, or similarly,
nReconfigure a campus 

into a senior living complex 
with rich social, educational 
and performance opportu-
nities.

I would hate to lose a single 
ol’ Siwash. We would be the 
poorer for it. Creativity is 
obviously required to sustain 
and strengthen the viable 
liberal arts colleges, and trans-
form those that aren’t.

(For many years, Jim 
Nowlan was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly newspa-
per in central Illinois.)

NOWLAN
FROM PAGE 6A

which also assumes an 
increase in withdrawals (a 
"raise") of approximately 
3% each year to incorporate 
inflation.  By starting at a more 
modest withdrawal rate, you 
would have some flexibility 
for those years in which the 
market drops significantly. 
And you could increase your 
chances of extending the 
lifetime of your portfolio.

But even if you started out 
with a conservative rate, you 
may need to review it during 
periods of extreme market 
movements. If, for instance, 
your portfolio were to fall 20% 
in one year, the 4% you had 

planned to withdraw would 
actually become 5% because 
you’re taking out the amount 
you had planned, but now it's 
from a smaller pool of money. 
If this happens, should you 
consider making an adjust-
ment? 

There’s no easy answer.  The 
amount you withdraw from 
your portfolio has a major im-
pact on how long your money 
lasts. You'll improve your 
likelihood of success if you are 
able to be flexible and make 
some spending adjustments 
– spending less on some of 
your discretionary items, for 
example, or not taking a "raise" 
until your portfolio recovers. 
Importantly, your financial 
advisor can help run different 

LORENZEN
FROM PAGE 6A

those simply interested in fo-
menting destruction and looting 
of others' property and creating 
chaos, the message is lost. The 
coverage that should be reserved 
for peaceful protests prompting 
a meaningful discussion of what 
happened in Minneapolis and 
what can be done to prevent it 

from occurring again has instead 
turned its attention to looting, 
setting fires and pointless 
destruction. The rioters stealing 
from others are also acting to 
steal the opportunity to address 
a very serious issue, and choos-
ing to place themselves center 
stage.

Americans know the dif-
ference between meaningful 
and serious protesting in the 

spirit of the First Amendment 
and the rioting we see today. 
We should all hope those 
perpetrating the latter will end 
the lawlessness and allow the 
message to be heard by all.

(Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 55th 
District in the Illinois Senate. 
Part of his district includes Kan-
sas and Grandview townships in 
Edgar County.)

RIGHTER
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was sent while in rehab/
drug treatment back in 
2001. About a week later 
9/11 took place. Confused 
and lost, I wrote another 
letter to encourage people 
not to give up. Not to lose 
sight and focus of their 
dreams and sobriety. 

The feelings I had at 
that time, I believed would 
keep me sober and out of 
prison. It did not. I have 
learned that I only control 
the way I respond to my 
emotions. But the emo-
tions are triggered by out-
side events, like now with 
this COVID-19 crisis.

There are so may cases 
just one county away from 
here. My emotions first 
had a grip on my mind, 
and I almost lost control. 
All I could feel was fear 
and depression about how 
this prison sentence just 
became a death sentence. 

My mind was out of 
control. Then I realized 
my mind was not out of 
control, but my emotions 
were out of control. I knew 
I was doing all I could to 
protect myself from the 
virus. But all the news I 
was watching and all the 
self-esteem issues I had 
made progress on were 
overwhelming my mind. It 
felt like all was lost and the 
hope I had found almost 
left me. So I had to change 
the things I could change.

I made a mask weeks 

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

scenarios to determine if ad-
justments need to be made to 
ensure you remain on track

In any case, think carefully 
about your withdrawal rate. 
By managing it carefully, and 
reviewing it over time, you can 
take greater control over your 
retirement income.

(Derrick Lorenzen is a finan-
cial adviser with Edward Jones. 
Email him at derrick.lorenzen@
edwardjones.com.) 

ago. I only watch an hour of 
news at night. I, of course, 
read The Prairie Press weekly 
and find the sense of home 
in that. How could I not 
remember home and the new 
purpose to help others — a 
renewed purpose to give 
hope to others. 

I’m basically locked in an 
8-feet by 10-feet bathroom 
with a stranger and gripping 
hope with both hands. I 
know if I do my part, I have 
a chance. That is what must 
be done. 

We all must control the 
way we respond to our 
emotions. Finding joy in that 
alone can be so peaceful. To 
know that for one moment at 
a time it will be OK. Spread 
the hope with a distant smile. 
This is the chance to become 
aware of what was taken for 
granted or even overlooked 
in our lives.

Be thankful for all you 
have and even for what you 
don’t have. How could I not 
remember this? How can 
you? Find the hope, share the 
hope.

Curtis W. Wilson,
Sheridan Correctional and Drug 

Treatment Center.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
CALL TODAY!
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CE
A-

96
46

C-
A Edward Jones cannot accept gift cards, cash or 

checks as donations.

For more information, contact your  
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Saturday June 13th    11am-7pm or until it's 
gone!

Edgar County Fairgrounds- Drive thru only

Edgar County Shrine BBQ

COME OUT AND 
SUPPORT THE EDGAR 
COUNTY SHRINE CLUB!

Granville Colvin 
Financial Advisor

610 W Lincoln Ave 
Charleston, IL 61920-2489 
217-345-0670

One Planet Solar

$236

Cliff Macke
217-712-0427
cliff@prairiepress.net

309 N. Main St. • Paris, IL 61944-1507
(217) 465-8548Terry Elston, Agent •

Enjoy the 

Shriner’s BBQ

Proudly supports the
Edgar County Shriners

618 E. Jasper St. • (217) 921-3196

Proud to support  the 

Edgar County 
Shrine Club
 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL 61944

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636

Welcome

Edgar 

County

Shriners

Church Insurance Agency   Church Insurance Agency   
116 E. Court St., P.O. Box 607 

    Paris, Illinois 61944

Proudly supports the 
Edgar County Shiners

Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, 
Bruce, Rick, Tracy, Carol, 

Dale, Diane, Mark, Shannon, 
Kyle, Brad & Justin

Come out to the Fairgrounds and 
support the Edgar County Shriners

Edgar County Fair Board 
of Directors

804 Grandview Street
Paris, IL 61944 

Draft Busters, Inc.Draft Busters, Inc.

Proud Supporters 
of Edgar 

Country Shrine

120 W Court Street
Paris, IL 61944

Welcome
Shriners

Paris Healthcare Center
1011 N Main Street, 

Paris, IL 61944

 Proud supporter of the 
Edgar County

Shriners

Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the 
Shriners and the KidsShriners and the Kids

Gladding & Blue                     
1014-548HO

217-465-8320                     

802 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-8320

804 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-1020

Mark
Gladding

Jim
Blue

Katie
Schopmeyer

Dan 
Phipps

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL

(217) 465-8551

Welcome Edgar 
County Shriners!

Come out and 
support the 

ShRiners BBQ!ShRiners BBQ!
City of Paris,
Mayor Craig Smith, 
City Council & Staff

Stewart & Carroll  Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

303. E. Wood Street    •     Paris, IL 61944     •     (217) 465-6311

Proud to Support Proud to Support 
the Edgar County the Edgar County 

ShriShrinersners

401 N. Main
 Paris, IL

Come out & 
support a 

great cause
Shriners BBQ - June 13
Edgar Co. Fairgrounds

We’re Hiring

Welcome Shriners!

Enjoy the

Shriners 
BBQ!

(217) 712-2793  
1708 S. Main, Paris

3203 S 7th St  Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
Enjoy the Shriners BBQ!

226 W. Court St.
217-465-8588

404 S. Main St.
217-463-3499

Proud to support our Shriners

Proudly 
supporting
the Kids!
Shriners BBQ - June 13
Edgar Co. Fairgrounds

Edgar Co. Circuit Clerk,
 Angie Barrett & Staff

The Edgar County 
Assessment Office 

salutes David Wright 
the 100th Potentate of 
the Ansar Shrine Club

Shriners BBQ - June 13

Thank you for providing the highest quality care to our children VFW Post 3601
VFW Post 3601

Eat some BBQ Eat some BBQ 
and support the and support the 

kids at the kids at the 

Shriners Shriners 
BBQ!BBQ!

AND HOME PERFORMANCE
217-463-6795

Saturday, 
June 13

Edgar County 
Fairgrounds

Serving beginning 
at 11 a.m.

Drive-Thru Only

Proceeds SupportProceeds Support
 St. Louis Shrine Hospital St. Louis Shrine Hospital

Edgar County Shrine BarbequeEdgar County Shrine Barbeque
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

High school juniors did not 
take the SAT or ACT tests 
this spring. These tests rely on 
vocabulary and word usage 
where changing a singled letter 
in a lanuage can completely 
change the reference. An 
example is online researching 
of SARS-2 sometimes results 
in pictures of ravens and crows 
because corvid, with an “r,” 
is typed into the search box. 
Corvid is the technical name 
for the crow family. Covid is 
a virus.   

To add confusion, 
Covid-19, the virus without an 
“r” is commonly referenced as 
the Corona Virus, which has 
an “r” in it. The word corona 
refers to a crown, because 
the outer hull of the virus is 
covered with spikes giving 
it a crown-like appearance. 
The crow family of birds are 
also named for a crown. They 
have bristles of hair around 
their nostrils, which look like 
a crown. 

Humans can follow the 
nuanced play on letters and 
words because of our mental 
development.

Ravens and crows are not 

royal, but they are among the 
most intelligent birds. Corvid 
birds take the longest time to 
leave the nest, which is a char-
acteristic of intelligence.

The most intelligent animals 
are the most helpless when 
born. They take the longest 
time to develop and reach ma-
turity. Elephants, orangutans, 
crows, dolphins all are depen-
dent on a parent for support. 
They spend a large percentage 
of their life in childhood and 
adolescence. The brightest 
primates have the longest 
weaning times.

A human baby is the slowest 
of all developing creatures 
spending an inordinate 
amount of their life grow-
ing up. Recent studies have 
documented the connection 
between extended childhood 
and intellectual superiority. A 
researcher summed it up by 
stating, “What could possibly 
justify the degree of helpless-
ness human infants exhibit?  
Humans are born helpless, 
far more so than any other 
primate, but early on start 
becoming quite smart. Far 
more than any other primate. 

It is not a contradiction but a 
causal pathway.”  It is the extra 
nurturing time to explore 

and play that 
allows for 
our rich brain 
development.

Evolution-
ary tradeoffs 
favor the best 
adapted. Our 
ancestors 3 
million years 
ago lived in a 
lush tree-cov-
ered region 

of northeast Africa. Hominid 
brain expansion started when 
climate change necessitated 
rapid adaptations to changing 
conditions. 

Starting 4 million years ago 
Africa was cooling and drying 
and then 2.5 million years 
ago a series of abrupt cooling 
episodes began. Frequent 
temperature drops had regular 
ice advances and retreats over 
Africa. Forests disappeared 
rapidly and then warm rains 
returned abruptly. The region 
next dried leading to expansive 
deserts across northern Africa. 

Environmental changes 

were so rapid they often 
occurred within a few genera-
tions, forcing faster-than-nor-
mal mutations for adaptation. 
Even so, anatomical adapta-
tions could not keep pace with 
the environmental changes. 
We had to improvise by 
relying on logic and cleverness. 
We adapted and migrated 
into Europe and went on to 
conquer the world.

 Loss of forests favored an 
upright posture, so we became 
bipedal. We needed to move 
faster, travel farther and spot 
predators to avoid becoming 
a food source. Being upright 
allowed us to see and travel 
farther. It also freed our hands 
for other uses.

Our human bias for 
youthful appearance in mating 
partners resulted in anatom-
ic changes. Males selected 
females with features such as 
larger eyes, flatter faces and 
shorter arms than our primate 
relatives. The preference for 
young features coincided with 
being slower to mature phys-
ically. That turns out to be a 
benefit for mental processing.

The change to slimmer 

bodies and upright posture re-
quired a change in pelvic struc-
ture, too. This impacted the 
birth canal. A human infant 
cannot reach the same level of 
development in the womb as 
other mammals.  

A baby giraffe is born with 
long, spindly legs that are wob-
bly, but they can stand, find 
balance and nurse immedi-
ately. A baby chimpanzee can 
quickly cling onto its mother 
freeing her to climb and move. 
A human baby will not stand 
for a year. It is completely 
helpless and has to be carried. 
Newborns lack spinal develop-
ment requiring the head to be 
supported.

There’s an obstetrical dilem-
ma. The human fetus cannot 
mature in the womb enough 
to be self-sufficient. We must 
be born severely underdevel-
oped, helpless and dependent 
otherwise the ratio of head/
brain to body size would result 
in a baby too big for the birth 
canal.

At birth the eyes don’t 
focus, and we lack fine motor 
skills. After birth, the brain 
begins an explosive rate of 

growth continuing into the 
late teens.  The rate of brain 
development peaks at about 
five years of age when it is con-
suming 66% of all the glucose 
the body uses. We devote so 
much of our resources to brain 
development that on growth-
height charts we stop getting 
taller or heavier for a year. We 
are directing all our energy to 
brain development at the same 
time we start school. At this 
point, the brain is plastic and 
moldable. Picking up languag-
es, or abstract thinking skills is 
what we do.

A long childhood is import-
ant for learning. Being pro-
tected and cared for gives time 
to explore. It allows us to feel 
safe and take risks. We have 
time to develop skills that take 
years to master. We have the 
time and freedom. However, 
poverty, lack of nutrition and 
childhood trauma forces an 
individual to become self-suffi-
cient too soon and stops brain 
development.

Parents often want their 
children to be the first 
among their peers to reach 

Play is good for learning and growing up — take your time

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

NEW DELI BRINGS WORLD OF FOOD TO PARIS’ DOORSTEP

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Highway 1 Deli is Paris’ latest stop for coffee, sandwiches and more. Owner Valerie Graves originally intended to open a 
drive-thru coffee shop like those in Washington, her home state. With the help of former Kroger manager Dawn Nail it became 
a destination for high-quality deli foods and desserts as well.

Boys who grow up on a 
farm with livestock learn 
a biological education at 

an early 
age. It’s 
referred in 
the general 
terms as 
watching 
the birds 
and the 
bees. 
Mostly it’s 
watching 
the cows. 

When 
a cow delivers a baby, the 
process is a simple function 
of nature. She usually lies 
prone, grunts and groans 
briefly, and out comes the 
calf, front feet first followed 
by the head. The mother 
then rises to her feet, licks 
her tottery child with ca-
resses and soft mooing and 
begins the nursing. That’s 
how it normally works. 
The farmer wakes up in 
the morning and sees the 
newborn calf following its 
mom in the pasture.

Not always, however. 
Sometimes the calf is 
simply too big to pass 
through the birth canal. 
At other times, a malfunc-
tion occurs. The calf isn’t 
correctly positioned for 
proper passage, and the 
mother usually struggles 
courageously, but futilely. 
She might labor for hours, 
gradually growing weaker 
and bawling in pain. Death 
for the calf is very possible. 
Or for the mother. Or both.  

The solution to prevent 
tragedy is early detection. 
Mom needs assistance. The 
procedure is called pulling 
the calf.

Of course, the calf is wet 
and slick. Maintaining a 
grip is difficult. A person 
can grow tired, frustrat-
ed with repeated failed 
attempts, and messy. Watch 
Dr. Pol, the vet, some time 
on TV.

Back when I was maybe 
12 or 13, my dad was 
challenged with a calf pull. 

Pulling a 
calf the 
hard way

See CODGER, Page 8B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

"For verily I say unto you, 
till heaven and earth pass 
away, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no 
wise pass 
away from 
the law, till 
all things 
be accom-
plished."  
Matthew 
5:18 
(ASV)

Jesus 
made 64 
of these truly statements. 
(The American Standard 
Version puts it as verily.) 
I like the translation truly 
because it points up the 
fact that what Jesus said is 
true without exception or 
shading. In these state-
ments, we have certainty to 
the nth degree about some 
things that we've never had 
certainty before.    

Heaven and earth are 
going to pass away. They 
are not our certainty.    

Two things are certain – 
the inviolability of the law 
of God and the fulfillment 
of that law to be accom-
plished by Jesus himself.  

The jot and tittle are the 
little dots employed in He-
brew writing. They aren't 
words in themselves any 
more than the dot above 
the i is a word, but they are 
a part of the whole, and we 
know what the words are 
by them. Nothing down to 
those little things is going 
to be destroyed or altered 
until all things are fulfilled, 
and all things are going to 
be fulfilled.    

The world is out of con-
trol, but the word of Jesus 
is that all things are going 
to be accomplished.  Jesus 
is going to finish what God 
began with Moses. There's 
not going to be anything 
that he is not going to 
finish. The father is going 
to remark of nothing, 
"There's something you 

Jesus 
changes 
us for the 
better

See PASTOR, Page 8B

KEVIN
LEVELLIE
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

Highway 1 Deli delivers
BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Valerie Graves originally wanted to 
start a drive-thru coffee shop like those 
in her home state of Washington, which 
are famous for whipping up gourmet 
and specialty coffees in minutes. The 
business would give Paris something 
it had not seen before while keeping 
Graves busy, something she preferred 
to a quiet retirement after working as a 
software project manager in California. 

“I always knew I didn’t want to retire, 
sit at home and watch TV,” she said. 

The plan evolved when the Paris Kro-
ger closed last year, leaving employees 
adrift and the community down one 
extensive deli counter. When a mutual 
friend put Graves in touch with former 
Kroger Food Service Manager Dawn 
Nail, they clicked. Nail had 12 years of 
deli experience and Graves, a certified 
globetrotter, knew she could both fill a 
need in Paris and feed her love of inter-
national cuisine. 

Together they attended a restaurant 
supply show, experimented for the per-
fect menu in a Sysco test kitchen and se-
cured a supplier in Atlanta, Ga. for their 
own Highway 1 Deli brand coffee. 

“She knew all the contacts,” Graves 
said.

Thus Highway 1 Deli, a combination 
drive-thru coffee shop and high-quality 
deli, was born. It is a team effort with 
Graves running the business side, Nail as 
the general manager and staff who value 
fast service and great coffee.

Opening amidst COVID-19 has been 
tricky. They were one day away from the 

inspection that would secure their open-
ing in March, with shelves stocked and 
employees trained, when the inspector’s 
office abruptly shut down due to the 
pandemic and set them back six weeks. 

When asked what their biggest diffi-
culty is since finally opening, Graves had 
a quick answer, “Getting customers to 

come in.” 
People are spending less and often 

reluctant to enter businesses and risk 
exposure, and that is understandable, 
she explained. Highway 1 Deli has re-
sponded by increasing their online pres-
ence and taking extra safety precautions 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

From left, general manager Dawn Nail, Greg Johnson, Calista Heiser, owner Valerie 
Graves and Holden Watters stand behind a well-stocked counter at Highway 1 Deli 
while Grave’s service dog, Smitty, keeps track of inventory. The new deli prides 
itself on its quality selection, delicious coffee and customer service.

See DELI, Page 2B



out the deli is actually located 
along Route 1, which is not a 
highway. This is all part of the 
theme. The real Highway 1 
runs from Key West, Fla. to the 
Canadian border. Its namesake 
is a vintage gas station carrying 
brands like Route 66 soda and 
Route 11 chips, and the front 
window advertises the interna-
tional cheese selection. Graves’ 
love of travel is evident in all of 
it and she lights up when de-
scribing her goal of someday 
adding a shelf of exotic foods 
and ingredients to the inven-
tory. 

Well-travelled cheeses 
aside, Nail and Graves like to 
keep supplies as local as pos-
sible, or at least within a few 
states. They aim to comple-
ment other businesses rather 
than competing.

“When I looked to open 
up something here, I looked 
at what was needed, because I 
didn’t want to take business, I 
wanted to add business,” said 
Graves. “We’re adding a little 
difference to what we have (in 
Paris).”

They plan to keep adding to 
both the community and their 

menu, welcoming feedback 
from patrons as they continue 
to grow. The deli has its first ca-
tering job this weekend. Nail 
plans to add her custom-dec-
orated cakes to their inventory 
next, and Graves has big plans 
should everything take off. 

“It would be nice if we took 
off. I’d like to put another 
version of this, only a restau-
rant version, on Jasper,” said 
Graves.

Graves and Nail believe 
what makes Highway 1 Deli 
special is its high-quality se-
lection and customer service. 

The experience is different at 
the window versus through 
the door, from lunch to go on 
the outside to high-quality 
deli goods and desserts inside. 
There are cheeses from across 
Europe, a counter full of gelato 
and of course, a comprehen-
sive coffee menu. Customers 
can opt for their own bag of 
specialty beans or get a gour-
met cup of joe in two minutes. 

“Two and a half and they 
can have you any flavor,” said 
Nail with a smile.

The only way to taste it all is 
to come inside. 
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You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Find us on Facebook!

The Stones to Styx to Shania

The Eagles to ELO to NSYNC

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Joey O – Mornings 6–9
Brady Hall – Afternoons 2–5

LISTEN ON YOUR ALEXA SMART SPEAKER 
OR wmmcradio.com

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2020. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, 
get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows 
or patio doors between 4/1/2020 and 8/31/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door 
in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is 
paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only 
at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License 
#990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance 
work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and 
operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks 
where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. *Using U.S. and imported parts.

We're open and we're 
ready to help you!

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4. INTEREST 
ACCRUES FROM DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS 
WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS.MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

YOUR ENTIRE PROJECT1

40%
BUY 1, GET 1

OFF

$0 MONEY DOWN
$0 INTEREST
$0  MONTHLY PAYMENTS
for 12 months1

PLUS

THE FULL SERVICE
REPLACEMENT WINDOW DIVISION OF

855-815-3373
CALL BY AUGUST 31 TO LOCK-IN THIS OFFER

✓ Be safe and secure
✓ Air-tight installation 

Virtual consultations are fun, easy and free!

We Now Offer FREE
Virtual Consultations!

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Canceled
Sat, June 13th

LET US HELP
Brad McElheny Brad McElheny 

Construction LLCConstruction LLC
Kitchens • Baths • Additions • Decks

All types New Construction, 
Remodel & Renovations

765-592-0955
765-548-1212

Top Quality Work in a Timely Manner since 1994

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 06/10
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 06/11
BBQ chicken 

sandwich, cheesy 
corn, potato 

salad or coleslaw

Fri 06/12
Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 

potato, 
green beans 

& roll

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — The 
Regional Office of Education 
#11 recently announced the 
2020 Inaugural ROE #11 Rec-
ognition of Excellence Award 
Recipients.

“We are privileged to have 
so many outstanding educa-
tors within our region, passion-
ate about the profession, and 
dedicated to our students. It’s 
an honor to recognize and val-
idate their meaningful efforts,” 
said Kyle Thompson, regional 
superintendent. “Education is 
truly a work-of-heart and these 
educators work with relentless 
persistence, creativity, flexi-
bility and competence. Our 
students, schools and commu-
nities benefit from their skills, 

Area educators recognized by ROE

Special to The Prairie Press

Sandra Soberg, Paris Commu-
nity Unit School District #4 
(Crestwood), was recently giv-
en a Recognition of Excellence 
Award by the Regional Office 
of Education at Charleston.

Special to The Prairie Press

Terrence Sullivan, Shiloh 
Community Unit School 
District #1, was recently given 
a Recognition of Excellence 
Award by the Regional Office 
of Education at Charleston.

Special to The Prairie Press

Katie Watters, Chrisman 
Community Unit School 
District, was recently given 
a Recognition of Excellence 
Award by the Regional Office 
of Education at Charleston. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Jeremy Larson, Paris Union 
School District #95, was 
recently given a Recognition 
of Excellence Award by the 
Regional Office of Education at 
Charleston.

Special to The Prairie Press

Brenda Coffey, Kansas Com-
munity Unit School District 
#3, was recently given a 
Recognition of Excellence 
Award by the Regional Office 
of Education at Charleston

knowledge and compassion.”
The Regional Office of Edu-

cation #11 requested nomina-
tions from each school district 
within the region seeking to 
highlight a pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12 educator 
who has modeled excellence in 
education. Nominees included 
exceptionally skillful and dedi-
cated individuals who have the 
respect and admiration of stu-
dents, parents and co-workers. 
They also play active and useful 
roles within their communities 
as well as schools; often distin-
guishing themselves as leaders.  

Thompson said one the 
most important qualities of 
award recipients is their supe-

rior ability to inspire a love of 
learning in students of all back-
grounds and abilities. 

One educator per school 
district was selected to receive 
the distinguished ROE#11 
Recognition of Excellence 
Award. 

Educators honored in Edgar 
County were: Katie Watters, 
Chrisman Community Unit 
School District #6; Brenda 
Coffey, Kansas Community 
School district #3; Sandra So-
berg, Paris Community Unit 
School District #4; Jeremy 
Larson, Paris Union School 
District #95; and Terrence Sul-
livan, Shiloh Community Unit 
School District #1.

developmental milestones, but 
being early is not always better. 
In education, we say that 
sometimes you have to start 
slow to go fast.

Human development 
takes time for good reasons. 
Experiences should be intro-
duced only when children are 
cognitively ready for them. 

Early education should foster 
a love of learning, rather than 
a fear of falling behind, which 
increases stress and decreases 
motivation. Schooling and di-
rect instruction are necessary 
in the modern world, but as 
much as possible let children 
enjoy childhood. We should 
strive to maintain childish 
qualities, such as curiosity and 
playfulness into adulthood. 

Aldous Huxley observed, 

"The secret of genius is to carry 
the spirit of the child into old 
age, which means never losing 
your enthusiasm." 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

prescribed by the state. 
Shortages have also been an 

issue. 
“We’re really having a hard 

time with quality meats, but 
everyone seems to under-
stand,” Graves said. 

Despite setbacks, overall 
the community has responded 
well. 

“Lots of people are excited 
there’s a deli,” said Nail. 

“I’m sure as soon as things 
open up more, business will 
increase,” Graves added. 

Several people have pointed 

DELI
FROM PAGE 1B

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Despite shortages caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, Highway 
1 Deli is stocked with high-quality meats and cheeses including 
provolone, parmesan, gouda, roast beef, turkey and bologna.
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The staff will be on hand during the 
same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
the pharmacy has received permission to bring orders to customers.

BY GENE KILLION
The Prairie Press

June is the month when 
strawberries begin to ripen in 
Illinois. I saw a row of them 
beginning to bloom in a small 
garden in Redmon last week, 
and the sight reminded me of 
when I was a youngster and 
picked berries in order to earn 
money to buy my cover-alls 
(now replaced by blue jeans) 
for the upcoming school year. 

In the 1930s, berry patch-
es were grown all over Edgar 
County. Some were large, cov-
ering several acres. The berries 
were taken to Vermilion and 
shipped by train all over the 
U.S.A. A wooden crate con-
tained 24 basswood quart box-
es. 

The crates and quart-sized 
boxes were made in Newton, 

which is the hometown of a 
famous singer and movie star. 
Readers of a certain age have 
probably heard the version of 
“Holly Jolly Christmas” and 
“Rudolf, the Red Nose Rein-

deer” sung by none other than 
Burl Ives.

As a child, picking berries 
in those days to earn money 
meant rising around 4:30 a.m. 
Mother prepared a sack lunch 

of a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich and then going to a 
designated meeting place in 
Paris to be hauled in an open 
farm truck to the berry patch.

Hawkeye Drive — the road 
on the east side of our golf 
course — is where I remem-
ber a large patch belonging 
to Chester Boland. The old, 
collapsing barn is still visible 
just due east of the 11th green 
at Eagle Ridge. There was an-
other patch where Memorial 
School is now located. Our 
home on Marshall Street was 
not too far from that patch so I 
walked there and did not need 
to ride the truck.

Local strawberry farmers 
purchased their plants from 
California, which in turn ob-
tained the original plants from 
England. The berry plants were 

placed in rows about 1-2 feet 
apart providing just enough 
room to walk between each 
row. As the plants grew, tendrils 
formed long stems and were 
encouraged to grow straight in 
a line, forming the row. 

Any blossoms forming the 
first season were removed to 
prevent fruiting. This proce-
dure was called suckling and 
was necessary to get a good 
harvest for the next season. 
There are hundreds of variet-
ies or cultivars grown today. I 
remember growing Primavera, 
Blakemore and Honeoye.

Weeds growing in the 
row were pulled by hand as 
no chemicals were available 
in those days to retard their 
growth. A hoe was used for 
weeds between the rows. In 

Local strawberry legacy
Edgar County was the strawberry capitol of Illinois and shipped fruit across the country

Photo courtesy of the Killion Family

A rare color photo from 1948 shows Gene Killion in his strawber-
ry patch near Michigan Street in Paris. Killion also placed one of 
his beehives in the patch to improve pollination.

See BERRIES, Page 4B

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com 

Rarely has the sunrise 
brought such joy.

The Sept. 14, 1814, dawn 
over Fort McHenry in Bal-
timore harbor revealed the 
Stars and Stripes still flew 
after an intense British at-
tack. The sight inspired an 
onlooker named Francis 
Scott Key to pen a verse lat-
er known as “The Star-Span-
gled Banner.”

Those stirring mo-
ments helped define the 
War of 1812 and uplifted 
the spirits of an American 
people downtrodden after 
the burning of Washing-
ton three weeks before. 
Don Hickey, a professor 
at Wayne State College in 
Nebraska, who has written 
seven award-winning books 
on the War of 1812, says the 
American defense of Balti-
more was a key moment in 
the war.

"The victory at Baltimore 
was a very important event 
in the war, and along with 
the successes at Lake Cham-
plain and New Orleans, gave 
the Americans a string of 
victories late in the war," said 
Hickey, author of “The War 
of 1812: A Forgotten Con-
flict.”  "That was a big help to 
the American cause.”

The British invasion of 
the United States began 
with a disastrous American 
defeat at Bladensburg, Md., 
Aug. 24, 1814, which left 
the nation’s capital vulnera-
ble. Hours later, the British 
torched the White House, 
the Capitol, the Library of 
Congress and other public 
buildings. 

The burning of the capital 
was partially in retaliation 
for American forces ran-
sacking and burning York 
(now Toronto), Canada, 
earlier in the war.

British attention then 
shifted to Baltimore, the 
third-largest city in the U.S. 
and a crucial stronghold 
whose loss was believed key 
to an American defeat. De-
spite a formidable defense, 
the British advanced on the 
city, and a Royal Navy fleet 
launched an intense bom-
bardment on the 1,000-man 
garrison at Fort McHenry in 
the harbor during the rainy 
night of Sept. 13. 

Flying above the fort was 
an American flag, measuring 
30 by 42 feet, commissioned 
by the commander of the 
stronghold, Major George 
Armistead. The massive flag 
dominated the skyline. The 
goal of Armistead, was a flag 
so large the British, “would 
have no difficulty seeing it 
from a distance.”

Among those in view of 
the bombardment was Key, 
a 35-year-old Washington 
attorney and self-styled 
poet. Key was aboard the 
British sloop Tonnant on a 
mission of mercy for Wil-
liam Beanes, a 65-year-old 
Maryland physician who 
was arrested after British 
invaders tried to ravage his 
home two weeks earlier. 

Historians have labeled 
the War of 1812 the most 
unpopular war in Ameri-
can history, even more than 
Vietnam. Key was among 
the opponents, calling the 
war, “abominable,” and a, 
“lump of wickedness.”

Key agreed to help 
secure Beanes’ release and 
received permission from 
President James Madison 

Anthem 
inspired by 
1812 battle

See ANTHEM, Page 4B

I just can’t get away 
from feeding livestock out 
here on the farm. 

This 
morning 
while I 
was hitch-
ing up my 
Radio Fly-
er wagon 
to my Cub 
Cadet 
tractor, 
I kept 
humming 
the tune 
made famous by Meredith 
Wilson, “the Wells Fargo 
Wagon is a Comin’.” Of 
course, that song is from 
the “Music Man” per-
formed almost 60 years 
ago. 

It went like this: 
“O-ho the Wells Fargo 

wagon is a comin’ down 
the street

Please let it be for me.
O-ho the Wells Fargo 

wagon is a comin’ down 
the street

I wish, I wish I knew 
what it could be.”

The reason I use the 
wagon is not to take hog 
feed out to the hogs, but 
to take bird and squirrel 
feed out for the animals 
that have a hoggish appe-
tite. After going from the 
barn to the garage where 
I keep the feed, I load 
the mixed bird feed into 
buckets. I use a mixture 
of different feeds that 
have corn, wheat milo and 
sunflower seeds. It kind of 
reminds me of putting the 
correct ingredients in the 
hog feed I used to grind, 
except on a much smaller 
scale, and I don’t have to 
grind it. 

I also have a smaller 
bucket of thistle feed for 
the finches. Some days I 
throw in a few ears of corn 
around the edges for the 
greedy red squirrels. Once 
I get it loaded, I head for 
the feeding stations and as 
I go along the gravel road 
it sounds like a wagon is 
coming from the sound 
the wheels rattling along 
and, of course, the purr of 
the little mower tractor. 

I can just imagine the 
birds and the squirrels 
joining in the chorus of 
“Wells Fargo wagon is a 

The Radio 
Flyer Wagon 
is a comin’

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

STRAWBERRY FARMING TOOK ROOT IN EDGAR COUNTY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Some Edgar County farmers raised strawberries as a cash crop between the 1930s and 1980s. 

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

“Packed Grandstand To See Straw-
berry Queen Crowned” was a headline 
in the Paris Beacon-News in the late 
1930s. It was considered quite a success 
when the first Strawberry Festival was 
held at the Edgar County Fairgrounds 
with 4,000 in attendance.

The festival was jointly sponsored 
by the Edgar County Farm Bureau, 
Home Bureaus of Edgar County and 
the Paris Chamber of Commerce to 
honor the important commodity of 
strawberries grown in Edgar County. 
It was held on a Monday evening, ear-
ly in June when strawberry season was 
in full swing. 

Festival chairman was Mrs. Herbert 
Dickenson of the North Arm commu-
nity, with Pierce Lippman in charge of 
the arrangements and Don Morris as 
publicity chairman.

As the crowd came together, there 
were several music presentations by 
bands and choruses from around the 
county. The Scotland and Vermilion 
Melody bands gave a half-hour con-
cert led by Marie Gilbert and Rolla 
Foley. The parade started at 7:30 p.m. 
and made its way from north to south 
in front of the grandstands, led by the 
members of the Vermilion and Paris 
strawberry exchange groups. The next 
in line, acting as heralds for the event 
were the Boy Scouts of Kansas under 
the supervision of the Rev. B. S. M. 
Edwards. Following closely behind the 
Kansas Scout Troop were The Paris Girl 
Scouts led by Mrs. W. A. Dennis. The 
queen’s float appeared accompanied by 
her court of honor of nine young ladies. 

A musical interlude by the Edgar 
County Chorus under the direction of 
Mrs. C. E. Scott sang, “O Come Fair 

Maiden and Dance With Me.” This 
chorus was accompanied by the Met-
calf Orchestra under the direction of 
Gretchen Markle. The queen of the fes-
tival, Dorothy Jean Pinnel, was crowned 
by Chamber of Commerce representa-
tive Robert Clark. The crown was pre-
sented to Clark by the crown bearer 
little Mary Anne Mattingly. “Hail to the 
Queen” was sung by the Rural Chorus 
during the crowning ceremony.

The honor of being an attendant was 
awarded to nine accomplished 4-H 
girls of the county. They were dressed 
in old-fashioned, long, formal dresses 
carrying colonial bouquets. Members 
of the court were Mary Ellen Pear-
man, Betty Weber, Ruth Dick, Frances 

Clapp, Mary Olive Staley, Lois Ann 
Morris, Lou Anne McComas, Virginia 
Huston and Kathryn Pantle.

An interesting program to honor the 
queen and her court was presented as 
folk dances were performed by boys 
of the 4-H Ag. Clubs of Edgar County, 
led by Barbara Dennis. Two harmonica 
band selections were performed under 
the direction of Mrs. James Carter, who 
was the rural director of music for the 
north half of the county. 

Ray Barth from Watson School 
sang several songs and received loud 
applause and rewarded the audience 
with an encore. The Kansas Boy Scouts 
showed a demonstration of how to 

Queen of Strawberries in 1939

Special to The Prairie Press

The queen’s court for a strawberry festival held at the Edgar County Fairgrounds 
in the late 1930s were: seated, left to right, Mary Olive Staley, Lois Ann Morris and 
Ruth Dick; standing, left to right, Lou Anne McComas, Betty Weber, Kathryn Pantle, 
Frances Clapp, Virginia Houston and Mary Ellen Pearman

See QUEEN, Page 4B
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ON SALEON SALE
June 5-11June 5-11

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Jack Daniels  750ml..........................................................$22.43

Jim Beam Red Stag  1.75ml..................................... $28.98

All Admiral Nelson 750ml...........................................$9.35

Nikolai 1.75ml..........................................................................$11.98

All Chi Chi’s...................................................... ..$9.75

Fireball 750ml.......................................................$15.99

Keystone 30pk...................................................$14.99

Natural 30pk..........................$14.99

All Blue Moon
All Seltzers10% OFF

10% OFF

Drive-up
 window available

Prices that

S iS i z zz zl el e

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (63281). Standard  S&H added 
per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 10/31/20. All  purchases subject 
to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-
of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872.  
Photos exemplary of product advertised.

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/family224

Ask for the Griller’s Bundle 63281CKL

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

$7999GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

TENDER
PERFECTLY

GUARANTEED DELICIOUS
&

20 MAIN COURSES
+ SIDES & DESSERT

FREE
+ 4 MORE 
BURGERS

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

2 FOR $62 FOR $6

SavingsSavings

Rain-X ® Bug Remover 
Washer Fluid

KQ MeltKQ Melt    $4.99
 

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

Curbside Pickup 11-9 Daily 

Grilled or Crispy Chicken Wrap, Grilled or Crispy Chicken Wrap, 
Chips & Drink Chips & Drink   $6.75

Back for the Season:  
Chicken Salad & Banana Split

the fall, wheat straw was spread 
over the rows to protect the 
plants from the freezing and 
thawing ground. The straw 
was removed in the spring and 
spread between the rows on 
the muddy paths.

Upon arriving at the berry 
patch, handled-container trays 
holding a total of six wooden 
basswood quart boxes were 
distributed. There was a per-
son called the Patch Boss, who 
assigned a picker to one side 
of a row. Good pickers were 
given an entire row of their 
own. During cold mornings, 
the heavy dew was still on the 
leaves and our fingers became 
numb from the cold. 

The outside edges of the 
rows were picked first because 
this is where the berries ripened 
first, and it prevented mashing 
the berries with knees or feet. 
Picking required spreading the 
leaves in the center of the plant 
and looking for ripe berries. Ev-
ery so often fingers hit a short 
weed called a Bull Nettle and 
felt as if they were on fire. As 
we picked and wiped sweat off 
our faces, the Patch Boss was 

always walking across each row 
and checking for any missed 
berries. If the boss spotted any 
missed berries, the picker was 
sent back to the beginning of 
the row to start over. When that 
happened, the thought always 
ran through my head — where 
were those Bull Nettles that 
stung my fingers?

After filling the tray, I re-
moved my straw hat and placed 
it gently in the center of the row 
to know where to resume pick-
ing. The filled tray was taken to 
the shed located at the end of 
the patch to be checked by the 
owner. 

If the six quarts were not to 
satisfaction, we were set back to 
the patch to place more berries 
in the boxes. Only then did we 
get paid. The average rate was 
10 cents a tray and later was 
raised to a whopping 12 cents. 
I was making big money. 

In later years, various U-Pick 
patches were scattered around 
the county. A few of these come 
to mind, the patches of Win-
ston and Priscilla Rhoads, Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Poynter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bess and Paul and 
Sherry Staley.

After returning home from 
World War II, I had a berry 

patch where my home and 
honey packing plant are located 
on East Jasper Street, direct-
ly south of the O'Reilly Auto 
store. I paid youngsters 50 cents 
for a picked tray. 

As my berries started bloom-
ing in June, I placed a hive 
of honeybees into the patch 
for pollinating the blossoms. 
Strawberries self-pollinated by 
the wind are often misshaped 
in what are called nubbins. 
When bees visited a berry blos-
som for pollen, larger and more 
uniform berries were created. 
Moving hives of bees to pol-
linate berry crops continues 
today. 

I also grew a berry called the 
Vermilion berry, and Univer-
sity of Illinois personnel came 
to Paris to monitor the immac-
ulate patch. I sold my crates of 
berries to local stores in Paris. 
Some of the stores converted 
my 6-quart trays of berries into 
an 8-quart tray. It was done by 
gently re-pouring the mound-
ed berries into another box. I 
am not mentioning names and 
will be like Sergeant Schultz 
on Hogan's Heroes — “I know 
nothing.”

Picking berries all day long 
is a back breaking and monot-

onous job, and young boys 
working in that hot sun begin 
to develop some devilish ideas. 
I'm afraid to say that some of 
these boys broke under the 
pressure, and one of their most 
dastardly deeds was to spy a 
large woman in a nearby row 
bent over at the waist picking 
berries. When that happened 
a large, juicy berry was fired 
away at the unfortunate lady’s 
behind. 

Quite a lot of these straw-
berry darts found their mark. 
Invariably, the lady snapped to 
attention, turned around and 
said, "Hey! Who did that?" 

Of course, the miscreants 
were quietly and fastidiously 
picking their rows, and she nev-
er really knew which one fired 
the volley. Before the young 
rascal pitched his best fastball, 
he looked around to see where 
the Patch Boss was since get-
ting caught meant the end of a 
lucrative job.   

When the strawberries come 
on this June, readers will know 
a little more about the history 
of this delicious fruit. 

Nothing is any better than to 
pop a fully ripened strawberry 
in the mouth and savor the mo-
ment.

BERRIES
FROM PAGE 3B

bandage wounds before a min-
uet was danced by the school-
girls of the southern half of the 
county under the direction of 
Mrs. Basil Moore. The Paris 
Girl Scouts led the audience 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
recited the Scout pledge.

As Maypoles were being 
set up for the grand finale, the 

QUEEN
FROM PAGE 3B

Rural Chorus sang “Shine on 
Harvest Moon.” Three May-
poles were set up bearing col-
ored streamers and 100 4-H 
girls did the Maypole dance in 
an exciting climax for the show. 
This dance was directed by 
Helen Drue, the home adviser. 
The Rural Chorus sang “Till 
We Meet Again” as a closing 
number.

Evidently, Edgar County 
strawberries were tasty and 
popular because a New York 
buyer purchased a case of them 
for $5 to use at a banquet for 
the king and queen of England 
when they toured New York 
City.

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

comin’,” only they rearrange 
the words.

“O-ho the Radio Flyer 
wagon is a comin’ down the 
lane

Please let it be for me.
O-ho the Radio Flyer 

wagon is a comin’ through 
the yard

I wish, I wish I knew what 
it could be.”

I can most definitely hum 
that tune along with them. 

Of course, it won’t be 
a bathtub, a crosscut saw, 
clothes or dishes, it will be 
what those feathered and 
long-tailed friends long for. 
They can hardly wait till I get 
the feeders full and the corn 
holders refilled. As soon as 
my back is turned and I head 
to the next feeder, they are 

greedily gobbling up goodies. 
I make that trip and get out 
my wagon about every three 
days, four if I am lucky.

I can probably hear at least 
76 birds a singin’ just for me 
as I go about my day, but it 
doesn’t sound like the tune 
from “76 Trombones Led the 
Big Parade.” It just sounds 
like many different songs 
from our sweet-sounding lyr-
icists sung in their own way. 

I think I did however hear 
the final chorus as:

“O-ho you Radio Flyer 
wagon keep a comin’,

O-ho you Radio Flyer 
wagon keep a comin’

Don’t you dare make a stop 
unless you stop for me.”      

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 

negotiate with the enemy. 
Key’s efforts proved success-
ful, but since the attack had 

ANTHEM
FROM PAGE 3B

commenced, he was forced to 
remain on the Tonnant, an-
chored eight miles upriver from 
Fort McHenry, until the battle 
ended.   

From his vantage point, Key 
saw the bombardment, and, as 
he wrote, “the heavens aglow 
were a seething sea of flame.” 
Amidst a night that left the 
Tonnant, “tossed as though 
in a tempest,” Key recalled, “it 
seemed as though mother earth 
had opened and was vomiting 
shot and shell in a sheet of fire 
and brimstone.” 

Armistead later reported, 
“from fifteen to eighteen hun-
dred shells,” were fired during 
the onslaught – as many as one 
per minute.

When dawn broke, the mists 
had not cleared sufficiently 
for Key to view the flag flying 
above the fort. Fearing the Brit-
ish banner had been raised, Key 
wrote, “at last, a bright streak 
of gold mingled with crimson 
shot athwart the eastern sky, 
followed by another, and still 
another, as the morning sun 
rose.” Finally, enough light had 

risen that Key saw the Ameri-
can flag, flying defiantly above 
the fort.  Key called the mo-
ment a, “most merciful deliver-
ance.” 

Hickey notes the win at Bal-
timore was badly needed after 
the burning of the public build-
ings in the capital. "That was 
the low point for the U.S," he 
said. "But the high points were 
the victory in Baltimore harbor 
three weeks later, along with 
the key wins at Plattsburgh on 
Lake Champlain and at New 
Orleans, which is what people 
remember from that war." 

Whether Key actually saw 
the enormous flag designed by 
Armistead is a matter of debate. 
Historians have speculated he 
spied a smaller flag that may 
have been raised during the 
rainstorm. Regardless, Key’s 
relief at the spectacle induced 
him to write a few lines of verse 
onto the back of a letter from 
his pocket, the only paper he 
had available.

As the British fleet withdrew, 
Key and Beanes were released, 
and on the trip back to shore, 

Key enhanced the few lines 
he had already written. In his 
room at a Baltimore inn the 
next day, he finalized his rhyme 
of four stanzas.

Joseph Nicholson, Key’s 
brother-in-law and a com-
mander of militia at the fort, 
printed the poem for public dis-
tribution. The verse, titled “De-
fence of Fort M’Henry,” came 
with the recommendation that 
it be sung to the music of an old 
English drinking song. 

Later retitled “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” it 
spread across the nation within 
weeks and became a popular 
tune of American patriotism 
for decades. The song was of-
ficially named the national an-
them March 3, 1931, despite 
protests from critics for its war 
message and supposed lack of 
“singability.” 

Francis Scott Key died Jan. 
11, 1843, at the age of 63. A Bal-
timore newspaper eulogized 
him by writing that, “so long 
as patriotism dwells amongst 
us, so long will this song be the 
theme of our nation.”  

Special to The Prairie Press

Dorothy Jean Pinnell, from 
Kansas, was the first Straw-
berry Queen of Edgar County 
in the late 1930s.
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Treang minor, non-emergency health condions  

362 days a year. 
(Closed Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas) 

1 Phipps Lane, Paris (across from the industrial park) 

Mon−Fri: 9am to 7pm 
Weekends: 10am to 6pm  

6x3
Horizon

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Women’s health services at 
Horizon Health continue to 
expand in 2020.

Three-dimensional (3D) 
mammography is now avail-
able. This advanced technolo-
gy also can be used to perform 
stereotactic breast biopsies, a 
non-surgical method for as-
sessing breast abnormalities. 
Additionally, a new physical 
therapy service is available to 
treat conditions affecting the 
pelvic floor. 

“Our women’s health ser-
vices have grown substantially 
over the past several years,” said 
Oliver Smith, Horizon Health 
president & CEO. “With our 
staff of women’s health experts 
and the most modern technol-
ogies, women can be confident 
they are getting the best ser-
vices possible.”

Also known as breast tomo-
synthesis, 3D mammography 
combines low-dose radiation 
X-rays to create a three-dimen-
sional picture of the breast. As 

a screening tool for breast can-
cer, 3D mammography creates 
3D images and standard 2D 
images, which offers the fol-
lowing benefits:
nDetects up to 65 percent 

more invasive breast cancers 
compared to 2D alone.
nProven to reduce patient 

callbacks for additional imag-
ing by up to 40 percent com-
pared to 2D alone.
nFDA-approved as supe-

rior imaging for women with 
dense breasts compared to 2D 
alone.

According to the American 
Cancer Society, women at 
average risk for breast cancer 
should have an annual mam-
mogram at age 45 to 54. They 
should switch to having a 
mammogram every two years 
at age 55 or can continue year-
ly screening. Women age 40 to 
44 can begin yearly mammo-
grams if they choose.

BREAST BIOPSIES
The 3D mammography ma-

chine can be used to perform 

a stereotactic breast biopsy, 
which is a full-time service at 
Horizon Health. The mam-
mography X-rays help gener-
al surgeons guide the biopsy 
needle to a precise location 
to obtain a tissue sample. The 

sample is later examined in a 
laboratory to determine if can-
cerous cells are present. The 
procedure is less invasive than 
surgical biopsy, is relatively 
painless, and leaves little to no 
scarring.

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY

This new service, provided 
by Horizon Health’s rehab de-
partment, evaluates and treats 
pelvic floor conditions at any 
stage of a woman’s life. Treat-
ments are available for urinary 
and bowel incontinence, con-
stipation, pelvic organ prolapse 
(dropped organs), vulvar pain, 
and more.

Specially trained physi-
cal therapists use a variety of 
skilled techniques to relax 
overworked pelvic floor mus-
cles and strengthen weak mus-
cles. These techniques include:
nManual therapy – Manual 

massage or stretching to relieve 
tender points, decrease tight-
ness and restore mobility of the 
pelvic floor muscles.
nBiofeedback – To pro-

mote relaxation and regain 
neuromuscular control using 
special sensors and a comput-
er monitor displaying muscle 
activity.
nElectrical stimulation – To 

strengthen pelvic floor muscles 

by directly stimulating the mus-
cle to get a muscle contraction.

A medical referral is need-
ed. For more information, call 
217-466-4244.

COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES
Women’s health services at 

Horizon Health are provided 
by Maria Horvat, M.D. ob-
stetrician/gynecologist and 
Susan Arp, family nurse prac-
titioner. Together they provide 
comprehensive routine care, 
from well woman exams to 
gynecologic surgery, as well as 
prenatal care.

Additionally, Arturo Men-
chaca, M.D., provides urogy-
necology/gynecology solu-
tions for conditions affecting 
the pelvic floor and urinary/
reproductive tracts. He also 
performs complex, minimally 
invasive gynecologic surgery.

For more information about 
women’s health services, call 
217-466-4475 or visit My-
HorizonHealth.org/Women-
sHealth. Call Dr. Menchaca’s 
office at 217-466-4587.

Women’s health services expand
Horizon Health adds 3D mammography, stereotactic breast biopsy and specialized physical therapy

Special to The Prairie Press

Horizon Health’s new 3D mammography machine uses low-dose 
radiation X-rays to screen patients for breast cancer. It can also 
be used to perform stereotactic breast biopsies, a non-surgical 
method for assessing breast abnormalities. This is part of the 
broad women’s health program offered at Horizon Health.

It’s that time of year 
again. The sun is hot, the air 
is warm and after months 

of social 
distancing 
and being 
cooped up 
indoors, 
we are 
ready to 
get outside 
and play. 
But what 
does that 
mean 
for us 

this year, among the 
COVID-19 pandemic? We 
can protect ourselves and 
still have fun and enjoy this 
summer weather. Here are 
a few tips (in no particular 
order) to help make every-
one’s summer a safe and 
healthy one. 

1. Wear sunscreen. Ac-
cording to the Melanoma 
Research Foundation, “over 
196,000 Americans are 
expected to be diagnosed 
with Melanoma in 2020. 
Melanoma is the deadliest 
form of skin cancer and 
nearly 90% of all mela-
nomas are thought to be 
caused by exposure to UV 
light and sunlight.” Wearing 
a sunscreen with a SPF 30  
or higher reduces the risk 
of developing melanoma 
and other skin cancers. 
Its properties of blocking 
UVA and UVB light protect 
the skin from burning and 
prematurely aging. 

2. Wash hands. (Readers 
knew this was coming). 
Washing hands with soap 
and water while vigorously 
scrubbing for 20 seconds 
is the best line of defense 
against the spread of 
disease and germs entering 
the body. In 1850, it was 
discovered that when 
physicians scrubbed their 
hands between patients, 
the hospital death rate 
plummeted and patients 
had much better outcomes. 
A London research study in 
2003 discovered if people 
would routinely wash their 

Summer 
health and 
safety tips

BRANDI
EATON
BEE WELL
OF EDGAR COUNTY

See BEE WELL, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.khn.org

“Save your business while 
saving lives,” reads the web-
site of Because Health, a Se-
attle tech startup selling two 
types of tests to employers 
willing to pay $350 a pop to 
learn whether their work-
ers have been infected with 
COVID-19.

The “Workplace Health” 
plan includes not only nasal 
swab tests to detect infec-
tion, but also blood tests 
aimed at indicating whether 
workers have developed an-
tibodies to the virus — and, 
possibly, future protection.

“There’s a tremendous 
consumer demand,” said 
Lars Boman, the Bos-
ton-based medical director 
for the firm. “Can they re-
turn to work? Can they re-
turn to life?”

What the website does 
not make clear, however, is 
that public health officials 
have explicitly warned that 
antibody tests should not 
be used to make decisions 
about workplace staffing.

Across America, untold 
numbers of employers, 
employees and ordinary 
citizens are turning to a slew 
of sometimes pricey new 
COVID-19 blood tests. 
Knowing who’s already 
been infected could have 
important implications for 
understanding the spread 
of the disease, scientists 
say. But serious questions 
about the accuracy of some 
of the serology tests — and 
the usefulness of the re-
sults they provide — have 
prompted the Food and 
Drug Administration to 
try to rein in what several 
infectious disease experts 
described as “the wild, wild 
West” of antibody testing.

More than 200 tests have 
flooded the market in a 
matter of weeks, promising 
to detect antibodies, which 
are proteins that develop 
in the blood as part of the 
body’s immune response 

FDA tries to 
rein in ‘Wild 
West’ of 
blood tests

See TESTS, Page 6B

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Mary Bange never thought she’d do 
anything but work in a traditional role 
as a registered nurse on the medical, sur-
gery and oncology floor at Fairfield Hos-
pital — until she discovered the world of 
nurse travelers.

Bange, the daughter of Paris native 
Peggy Sprague Bange and granddaugh-
ter of Bob and Alice Sprague of Paris, 
found a whole new way to serve patients 
throughout the United States while see-
ing and living in different parts of the 
country.

The Ohio University graduate just fin-
ished a seven-month assignment in San 
Francisco, Calif., which was extended 
due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

“I never realized about this whole 
area of nursing until I discovered it,” said 
Bange, who began her work as a tempo-
rary placement nurse in February 2019.

A travel nurse is a skilled healthcare 
professional who takes assignments in 
hospitals that have short term staffing 
needs, Bange explained. Traveling is an 
excellent career choice for nurses who 
have a minimum of 12 months recent 
acute care clinical experience and want 
to advance their careers, salaries or life-
styles.

Travel nursing is a specialty that took 
root when the field of nursing faced a 
nationwide shortage in the 1980s, Bange 
said. Hospitals, clinics and other care fa-
cilities had both unfilled positions and 
patients needing care. To try and attract 
nurses to the open positions, employers 
offered higher pay, housing and covered 
the cost of relocating.

“Traveling gives you the opportuni-
ty to build your clinical competency 
through assignments at award-winning 
facilities while visiting exciting new loca-
tions across the country,” she said.

There are several companies that pro-
vide nurse travelers with possible assign-
ments.

“The needs are everywhere, and you 
can be as picky as you want,” Bange 
observed. Assignments can be as short 
as 13 weeks. Hospitals hire travelers to 
meet those short-term demands, usually 
in 13-week blocks, although the assign-
ment may be shorter or longer. 

A nurse traveler page and Facebook 
allow her to meet fellow nurse travelers, 
like Brittany, 26, from Philadelphia. 

“We just hit it off, and so we find as-
signments together,” Bange said.

Many metropolitan and urban hos-
pitals add temporary nurses during flu 
season, Bange said. This has been partic-
ularly true in 2020 since the COVID-19 
pandemic became a reality in the U.S. 

Bange’s most recent position was at 
Mills-Peninsula Medical Center in Bur-
lingame, Calif., which serves the San 
Francisco and Bay Area.

“This assignment gave us the oppor-
tunity to live in the city,” she said.

Bange said travel nurses must be super 
flexible. 

“You’re going into a hospital you don’t 
know, and their policies might be com-
pletely different than your last assign-
ment,” she said. 

The fulltime nurses in each hospital 
are welcoming of the travelers.

“We are there to help them and light-
en the load,” Bange noted. 

Being a nurse traveler is definitely a 
calling.

“It’s just something I feel I was meant 
to do,” she said. “I can help more in a 
short period of time. They need me 
more.”

Her worst experience as a traveler 

Travel nurse’s life never boring

Special to The Prairie Press

Mary Bange, the daughter of Paris native Peggy Sprague and granddaughter of Bob 
and Alice Sprague of Paris, is pictured in the PPE during a stint at a travel nurse in 
San Francisco, Calif. Bange has been working as a travel nurse since 2019.

See BANGE, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Mary Bange, left, and her travel nurse 
friend Brittany, 26, of Philadelphia, 
are pictured at the Golden Gate Bridge 
during time off while working in a San 
Francisco hospital earlier this year.



was the first week facing 
the pandemic in California. 
Bange said at the time the staff 
had plenty of PPE and once 
the response plan was put 
into place 50% of her work 
was with COVID-19 patients.

There are still many ques-
tions about the virus, Bange 
said, and urged everyone to 
take precautions so they are 
not exposed.

“It’s bad,” Bange said. “I’ve 
seen a lot of death and in the 
beginning the vast majority 
were the elderly and nursing 
home patients. Then we be-
gan seeing 30-year-olds and 
50-year-olds testing positive.”

One of the scariest things, 
Bange said, is those who don’t 
know they have the virus and 
are asymptomatic.

“Anyone you come in con-
tact with, you could catch it,” 
she said.

After visiting with her 

grandparents in Paris, Bange 
traveled to her next assign-
ment at the Gallup Indian 
Medical Center in Gallup, 
N.M., on the border of the 
Navajo Reservation.

The pandemic has hit the 
reservation residents partic-
ularly hard, she said. She will 
be working on a 17-bed medi-
cal-surgical floor serving only 
COVID-19 patients.

“PPE isn’t a problem be-
cause it’s a government hospi-
tal,” Bange said. “Our priority 
is always our safety and the 
safety of our patients.”

The Gallup assignment 
is for 13 weeks, Bange ex-
plained. 

“We always take two weeks 
off after an assignment. We’ll 
be looking for something 
around mid-September,” she 
said.

Peggy Bange often takes 
her father, Bob Sprague, to 
visit locations when Mary 
Bange is working, but not this 
time. 

“We’re not going to do 
that in Gallup because of 
the COVID-19 outbreak,” 

said Peggy Bange. “Her fa-
ther, grandfather and I are so 
proud of her.”
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Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-262-9750

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
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Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

AeroGen-Tek, a leading provider of highly 
-complex combustion components for 

aerospace and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team members 

to fill roles in the following areas:

    Fabrication                   
    Final Assembly                           
    Spinning    
    Engineering   
    and Many More...

NDT/Xray Level II
Machining
Lasers
Programming

To inquire about or apply for a position:
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL; 
Email your resume to HR@aerogentek.com; 
or Call us at 217-465-6549.

NOW HIRING

Looking for a new opportunity? 

Join the team at HRC 
and help make a difference in OUR community.

Now hiring for:

• Mental Health Therapists
• Work Service Job Coach

• Rest Area Workers
• Crisis Recovery Support Specialist

And more….

Go to www.hrcec.org to see our full list of 
openings and to find our application.

EEO/AA Employer

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

SALE! SALE!  SALE! SALE!  
Pork Butts $1.99$1.99/lb/lb

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Special to The Prairie Press

Mary Bange, right, her grandfather, Bob Sprague and mother 
Peggy Bange are pictured at the Golden Gate Bridge earlier this 
year in San Francisco. Mary Bange works as a nurse traveler.

BANGE
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is an an invading virus. 
These are different from the 
molecular tests, typically 
done with nasal swabs, used 
to diagnose infection.

As of June 1, only 15 an-
tibody tests had received 
FDA emergency-use au-
thorizations, which allow 
tests that haven’t been fully 
vetted to be used in a cri-
sis. Even that standard has 
become a selling point for 
some large companies, such 
as LabCorp and Quest Di-
agnostics, which emphasize 
they rely on tests that have 
received the FDA nod.

In late May, the FDA 
removed more than 30 se-
rology tests from a list of 
commercially available kits, 
saying they should not be 
distributed for sale. Remov-
al could result from a man-
ufacturer not submitting an 
emergency-use authoriza-
tion request within a rea-
sonable period of time, or 
if the test shows significant 
problems that cannot be or 
have not been addressed in 
a timely manner, the agen-
cy said. The manner of en-
forcement remains unclear.

Last month, the CDC 
issued new guidelines 
warning that, given the 
low prevalence of the virus 
in the general population, 
even the most accurate tests 
could be wrong half of the 
time.

TESTS
FROM PAGE 7B

hands, a million deaths a year 
could be prevented. 

3. Keep up with the cardio. 
While we may not be able to 
take our kids to the play-
ground or T-ball or soccer 
practice, it is still important 
to keep active and moving to 
maintain heart health. Find 
a new trail to hike, go for a 
bike ride, take the dog on a 
walk or teach the kids those 
double-dutch skills Mom 
used to have. There are many 
other fun activities we can still 
do outdoors to get our hearts 

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 5B

pumping. 
4. Plan the day to avoid 

being out in the direct sunlight 
during the hottest part of 
the day, particularly when 
performing strenuous exercise. 
If unable to do so, plan more 
frequent breaks during this 
time or take a lunch break 
when the sun is high in the sky. 
Doing so will help reduce the 
risk of sunburn, dehydration 
and heat stroke. 

5. Wear the proper clothing 
for both the forecast weather 
and planned activities. Wear 
loose, lightweight, lightly col-
ored, breathable cotton cloth-
ing when working outdoors in 
the heat. Wear a hat to protect 
the head from sun exposure 
and sunglasses to protect your 
eyes from UVA and UVB rays. 
Chapstick with an SPF of 15 
helps to prevent sun damage 

and reduces the risk of future 
skin cancer to the lips. 

6. Stay hydrated. When 
performing strenuous exercise 
or when working out in the 
heat of the summer, be sure 
to drink 8 ounces of water at 
least every 30 minutes. Pay 
attention to urine color. If it 
becomes dark yellow or brown 
or there is decreased urination, 
it means one is not drinking 
enough water. The human 
body requires water to cool 
itself down and perform many 
essential functions and with-
out proper hydration, people 
can quickly go into a state of 
heat exhaustion or heat stroke. 

7. Know the signs of heat 
exhaustion and heat stroke 
and act quickly if they appear. 
Sweating profusely, nausea, 
headache, excessive thirst, 
dizziness, muscle aches and 

weakness are a few of the 
warning signs of heat ex-
haustion. Get to a cool place 
in the shade and re-hydrate 
with a low-sugar sports drink 
or water. The inability to 
sweat, confusion, skin hot 
to the touch, increased body 
temperature (over 104⁰F), 
labored breathing or shortness 
of breath and rapid heart rate 
are all symptoms of heat stroke 
and need immediate medical 
attention. Have someone call 
911 and place ice packs or 
cool wet towels on the neck, 
armpits and groin or spray 
their body with cool water 
until help arrives.

8. Continue to social dis-
tance and follow CDC guide-
lines during this COVID-19 
pandemic. The CDC is 
recommending anyone over 
the age of two who does not 
have any respiratory problems 
or trouble breathing, that is 
able to safely remove a mask if 
needed, and is not performing 
any heavy exercise to wear a 
cloth mask or face covering 
when they are not able to 
maintain social distancing of 
6 feet or more. The CDC also 
recommends limiting gather-
ings to 10 people or less and 
to limit contact with anyone 
outside of the household to 
reduce the risk of COVID-19 
transmission. People should 
stay home if they have a 
fever of 100.4 or greater, have 
traveled internationally within 
the past 14 days, have been in 
close contact with anyone who 
has traveled internationally 
within the past 14 days or who 
has been ill with COVID-19 
or its associated symptoms.

(Brandi Eaton is a registered 
nurse and health educator for 
the Edgar County Public Health 
Department. Email her at 
beaton@ecphd.org. This column 
is supplied monthly by members 
of the Bee Well of Edgar County 
coalition, whose purpose is to 
promote a healthy lifestyle and 
improve the health outlook of all 
Edgar County residents.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

While the longer days of 
spring and summer can be just 
what the doctor ordered to el-
evate everybody’s mood, the 
oppressive temperatures that 
can roll in during June, July and 
August might not always be so 
joyous. That’s why it’s essential 
to start preparing in advance 
to make sure one can keep the 
house cool all summer long.

Obviously, adjusting the 
thermostat on the AC is the 
easiest way to beat the heat. 
But not all of us have that lux-
ury. And, even if we did, not 
all of us will choose that op-
tion. The more air condition-
ing units that are running, the 
more hot air they produce, so 
that solution is actually part of 
the problem.

Here are some tips and 
strategies for keeping self and 
house cool in the summer 
without running up the electric 
bill. There are also some ideas 
keeping outside spaces like pa-
tios and decks cool.  

STICK TO THE LOWER LEVELS
Heat rises. The easiest way 

to stay cool is to limit daytime 
activities to the lower levels of 
the house. If there is a home 
office on the second floor, 
consider moving it to the 
basement.

KEEP THE HEAT OUT
Some homes have rooms 

that just get hotter than the rest 
of the house. The quick fix is to 
simply shut the door, and keep 
it shut, so the heat is somewhat 
trapped. Blackout curtains can 
dramatically reduce the heat 
that is transferred through the 
windows. A similar tactic is to 
apply heat control film to the 
windows. A larger, but bene-
ficial, project is insulating the 
attic and making sure it vents 
properly.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF PHYSICS
Hot air always moves toward 

cooler air. If the air in the house 
is cooler than the air outside, 
opening a window will actually 
draw warm air in. That's why 
windows should remain closed 
on a hot day. At night, when the 
air in the house is warmer than 
the air outside, opening win-
dows will draw the hot air out, 
making the home a much more 
comfortable temperature.

CONSIDER USING FANS
While fans don't actually 

lower the temperature in a 
home, they make people feel 
cooler. The best part about fans 
is how many different types 
there are. A ceiling fan, a desk-
top fan or an air circulator all 
work to keep a person cooler. 
One trick is to place a frozen 

bottle of water in front of a fan 
and create a private air condi-
tioner. Homeowners serious 
about using a fan to cool off, 
rely on attic fans to reduce the 
temperature of the house by 
pushing the hot attic air out 
and replacing it with cooler air 
from the outside.

GET A PORTABLE AC UNIT
Residents of a home or 

apartment without a central 
air conditioner are not total-
ly out of luck.     Portable AC 
units can be purchased with-
out spending too much. They 
are compact enough for small 
spaces and placed in any room 
that needs it, and they won't 
break any restrictions on win-
dow units. They also cool and 
dehumidify simultaneously, 
making them ideal for humid 
summer climates.

GET A COOLING PILLOW
It can be difficult to sleep in 

the heat so plan ahead to en-
sure a refreshing night of slum-
ber. No caffeine, chocolate, or 
large meals before bedtime. If 
possible, sleep on a lower level 
of the house and sleep alone 
(no shared body heat). Sleep 
in comfortable, breathable ma-
terial and use a cooling pillow, 
which absorbs heat from the 
head and neck, making one feel 
cooler all night long.

Hot weather is coming — here are tips 
to keep the house cool during summer
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3x5
PLY-
GEM

PRIME retail space available for 
rent on the square. Call 347-957-
0017 for information.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Mulching, Planting
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

NOW HIRING - AeroGen-TEK
AeroGen-TEK, a leading provider 
of highly complex combustion 
components for aerospace 
and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team 
members to fill roles in the 
following areas: Fabrication, Final 
Assembly, Spinning, Engineering, 
NDT/Xray Level II, Machining, 
Lasers, Programming, and Many 
More... To inquire about or apply 
for a position
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main 
St, Paris, IL; Email your resume to 
HR@aerogentek.com; or Call us 
at 217-465-6549

NOW HIRING- GSI/AGCO 
CORPIN PARIS, IL
As a global leader and 
essential business in the design, 
manufacture and distribution 
of agricultural solutions, AGCO 
delivers effective, high-tech 
solutions for those working to 
feed the world’s population, 
from planting to storage and 
everything in between. 
GROW WITH US
Several full time positions with 
benefits are now open. CURRENT 
ROLES ON MULTIPLE SHIFTS: 
BRAKE PRESS OPERATOR AND 
ASSEMBLER
Search all positions and apply 
online:
careersagcocorp.com

HRC Now Hiring for: Mental 
Health Therapists, Work Service 
Job Coach, Rest Area Workers,
Crisis Recovery Support 
Specialist, And more...
Go to www.hrcec.org to see full 
list of openings and to find our 
application.
EEO/AA Employer

The Village of Ridge Farm is 

accepting applications for a full-
time Village maintenance worker. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
a valid drivers license. Please 
submit resumes by 1 p.m. June 22 
to villageofridgefarm@gmail.com 
or by mail to the Village Of Ridge 
Farm, P.O. Box 350, Ridge Farm, 
Illinois 61870

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Smaller 2 BR house in Paris, 
stove, refrigerator, washer, dryer 
hook up, central air, trash 
included. $550/mo. plus dep. 
References required Call 
217-251-5721

3 bd 1 bath on quiet street, 
open concept in kit and lr. 
stainless appl. 2 car garage and 
screened in porch. No pets & no 
smoking $750 mo/$750 dep.,
1 yr lease. Call 217-264-2850

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers & 
RV’s! 217-583-4023
 www.colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

PARIS, EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF ZOE 
JANE COX, A Minor Child 
VICKIE R. COX, Petitioner 
 ZOE JANE COX,  A Minor 

Child, and KAYCEE COX, The 
Biological Mother,  and  ALL 

WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,  
Respondents. 

ADOPTION NOTICE TO: ALL 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

TAKE NOTICE that a Petition was 
filed in the Circuit Court of Edgar 
County, Illinois, for the adoption of 
a child named Zoe Jane Cox.
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
file an answer to the Petition in 
the action or otherwise file your 
appearance therein, in the said 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois, in the City of Paris, Illinois, 
on or before July 7, 2020 at 11:00 
a.m., a default may be entered 
against you at any time after that 
day and time and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Petition.

DATED: May 12 , 2020
FILED 5/12/2020 9:21 AM 

Angela R Barrett Circuit Clerk, 5th 

Judicial Circuit Edgar County

ANDREW W. HALL
BECKETT LAW OFFICE, P.C.
508 South Broadway
Urbana, IL 61801
(217) 328-0263
(217) 328-0290 FAX andrew.hall@
beckettlawpc.com 
ARDC No. 6320733

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS EDGAR 
COUNTY, PARIS, ILLINOIS 

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 

OF ANNE JONES JOHNSON, 
Deceased 

No. 2020-P-19

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of ANNE JONES JOHNSON 
of Paris, Edgar County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued to 
Laura A. Johnson of 610 Kenton 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, whose 
attorney is Janet L. Grove of 
Armstrong, Grove & Wawrzynek 
LLC, P.O. Box 1425, Mattoon, IL 
61938.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the Independent 
Executor, or both, on or before 
November 16, 2020, or if mailing 
or delivery of notice from the 
representative is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act, 
the date stated in that notice. Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
Independent Executor and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

 Dated: May 23, 2020

Janet L. Grove
Attorney for Representative
Armstrong, Grove & Wawrzynek 
LLC 1400 Charleston Ave., Suite 
200
P.O. Box 1425
Mattoon, IL 61938
Tel: 217-234-7123
Email: staff@agwLawOffice.com

Laura A. Johnson Independent 
Executor
ARDC No. 6191643

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on May 19, 2020 a certificate was 
file in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

BROUILLETTS CREEK RANCH
Located at: 15250 Grapevine Rd, 

Chrisman, IL 61924
Owner(s):  Audrey Inboden & 

Dylan Craig
Dated:  May 19 2020

August H Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

STATE OF ILLINOIS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR 
COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF JAMES H. GRIFFIN

Deceased

Case No. 2020-P-20

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
JAMES H. GRIFFIN, of Paris, 
Illinois. Letters of office were 
issued on May 19, 2020, to 
VIRGINIA STOEBER, of 5 Jill Court, 
Bloomington, IL 61701, whose 
attorney is RICHARD L. JAMES, 
328 N Central, PO Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before November 
30, 2020, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after 
it is filed.

Dated: May 20, 2020.

VIRGINIA STOEBER
Representative

By: RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney

#1323156
RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney at Law
328 N Central PO Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone No. 217/465-2529
rlj@rjameslaw.com

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR 

COUNTY PARIS, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF MARY JO FISER,

Deceased 

No. 2020-P-21

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of 
MARY JO FISER. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 21, 2020 
to JOHN P. MORRISON, 7613 
CERVANTES COURT, SPRINGIELD, 
VA 22153, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is FRUIN 
& KASH (Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 
N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.
Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the Representative, 
or both, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before December 
4, 2020, and any claim not filed 
within the applicable period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

JOHN P. MORRISON
Independent Executor

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.) 129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213
 Email: service@fgklaw.net

Human Service Transportation 
Plan (HSTP) Region 8 Meeting 
Location Change

The Human Service 
Transportation Plan (HSTP) 
Region 8 quarterly meeting has 
been moved to an online format 
for the meeting on Thursday, June 
18, at 10am.
DATE/TIME: Thursday, June 18, 
2020, @ 10am
LOCATION: Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting: https://
ccrpc.zoom.us/j/92234880894
Meeting ID: 922 3488 0894
One tap mobile: +13126266799, 
92234880894# US (Chicago)
These meetings are open to the 
public. All agendas and meeting 
information can be found here: 
https://ccrpc.org/committees/
region-8-hstp/.
The Champaign County Regional 
Planning Commission strives to 
provide an environment welcom-
ing to all persons regardless of 
disability, race, gender, or religion. 
Please call 217-531-8285 to 
request special accommodations 
at least two business days in 
advance.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 17-40 of 
the Property Tax Code (35 ILCS 
200/17-40), the percentage to be 
added to the assessed valuation 
of locally assessed property 
other than that assessed under 
Sections 10-110 through 10-140 
and 10-170 through 10-200 of 
the Property Tax Code (35 ILCS 
200/10-110 through 10-140 
and 10-170 through 10-200) in 
Edgar County as certified by the 
Department of Revenue for the 
assessment year 2019 is 0.00% 
by the application of an equaliza-
tion factor of 1.0000.
    
  
David Harris
Director of Revenue

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING DATES

The Edgar County Housing 

Authority Board of Commissioners 
will meet at 8 a.m. on the following 
dates. The meetings will be held 
in the conference room of the 
Community Building located at 
604 East Highland Drive in Paris, 

Illinois.

August 19, 2020
September 16, 2020 
October 21, 2020
November 18, 2020
December 16, 2020
January 20, 2021 
March 17, 2021
April 21, 2021
May 19, 2021
June 16, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

        In the matter of the Estate of  
   DAVID C. MITCHELL, deceased 

No. 2020-P-22

CLAIM NOTICE
 
Notice is given of the death of 
DAVID C. MITCHELL of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on June 3, 2020, 
to HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 15 
Poplar Drive, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Drew P. Griffin, 
of Jones & Griffin Law Offices, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 

Paris, Illinois 61944.

Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before December 7, 2020, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

DATED this 6th day of June, 2020.

HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate of DAVID C. MITCHELL, 
deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C. 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking 
consignments! 

Give us a call!

Offering 

$1000 reward 
for information leading to the arrest of the 

person responsible for pulling out the hydrant 
at River Road and 1050th.  

With information call, 217-826-6393, 
217-463-5888, or 217-808-1754.   

$1000 reward 

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W Court St, Paris

Annual Elections

Tuesday, June 9
7:00 pm

 The Edgar County Housing Authority 
is currently seeking a licensed 

beautician to operate its onsite 
beauty shop. 

Submit your resume to 
Edgar County Housing Authority 

604 Highland Drive, 
Paris IL 61944

• Negotiable Contract
• Utilities and Cable provided

• Freedom to operate business as your own
• Outside customers allowed

Apartment for Rent
Large 1 bedroom apartment. 

Ground floor. 
Stove & refrigerator. 

Call Tom Hebermehl 217-808-1203

REUSE
the news
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A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Rd • (217) 465-7641

FFBT.com

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

POOLS & SPASIntegrityIntegrity
•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Spa Chemicals  
•  Computerized Water Analysis

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers
FREE pick-up & delivery for tune-ups

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Gopher Gopher 
ExcavatingExcavating

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Site work, foundations, footings, 
grade work, drainage, tiling, 

demolition

• 100% Hand Wash

• Exterior, Interior, 
   Vacuum, tires

• Wax Sealants 
   Available

• Shampoo Seats/
   Carpet Cleaning

• Plastic Protection 
   & Cleaning

Schedule your 
appointment

TODAY!

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

    wabashvalleyarmory.org

Wabash Valley Armory is a locally owned and operated gun store.

WHITE SHEET METAL
 HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

217-465-3195
Serving the Paris area

 for all your HVAC needs, 
from new installation to 
repair on most makes 

and models.
Your Hometown Boys for over 50 years!

6x13
At Your Service

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

101 N. Central Ave. • Paris, IL • 217-921-3216  • www.prairiepress.net

It was late at night inside 
the barn. Both he and the 
cow were laboring mightily, 
both becoming exhausted, 
the cow in great pain. Dad 
had me pulling on a rope tied 
to the calf ’s extruding feet, 
but to no avail. Something 
had to be done and fast.

“Run up the road to Chick 
Templeman’s house,” Dad 
panted. “Tell Chick I’m des-
perate and need help.”

I ran as fast as my feet 
carried me, but the wait prob-
ably seemed to take forever 
for Dad.

“There’s no one home 
at the Templeman’s,” I 
barked out of breath when I 
returned.

Dad exploded, “Well, 
son, why did you waste time 
coming back here and telling 
me? You should’ve gone to 
the next neighbor, Ab Har-
rison. Now get outta here, 
and I mean as fast as you 
can run. Go! And if Ab ain’t 
home, run to Virgil Williams’ 
house.”

I ran a quarter mile, bare-
footed all the way. Ab Harri-
son was home. Every man in 
the neighborhood was glad to 
respond to an emergency.

“Jump in the front seat,” 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

Ab said without hesitation.” 
He drove his old ’52 Chevy 
clunker quickly to our barn.

First, Dad had to spend a 
minute telling Ab how stupid 
I was for running back from 
Chick Templeman’s house to 
tell him Chick wasn’t home. 
Dad was angry.  

After that flurry of words, 
he and Ab assessed the situa-
tion and decided to hook the 
rope onto Ab’s rear bumper. 
Ab then drove forward slow-
ly. With power like that, the 
calf, still alive, popped out. 
Afterbirth and liquid spilled 
everywhere.  

The poor cow bawled 
with excruciating pain, but 
undoubtedly breathed a 
tremendous sigh of relief. 
She didn’t rise to her feet for 
an hour or so, but motherly 
instincts eventually kicked 
in. Mom survived. It was a 
difficult and desperate but 
successful calf pull.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

didn't catch."  
The standard of God's righ-

teousness has been attained 
for us by Jesus' sacrifice on 
the cross. All things have been 
accomplished.  

Every sin we were not to 
commit, Jesus did not commit.  

Every act we were to under-
take, Jesus undertook.  

Every thought we were to 

PASTOR
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think, Jesus thought.  
Every attitude we were to 

have both to God and to man, 
Jesus had.  

Every requirement upon 
us, Jesus fulfilled. He did so 
in such a way and to such an 
extent that nothing more is 
required of us in relation to 
the law.  

The law passes away when 
it's function is finished. That 
function was to lead us to 
Christ, but it could not do that 
while it was in an unfulfilled 
state. Then, it didn't make a 

clear picture, but was simply 
a bunch of pieces scattered 
all over, not because God 
scattered them, but because 
we were so random in our obe-
dience or perception.  

The law revealed God's will, 
but just about the time we 
thought we'd done it all, as the 
rich young ruler once did, we 
found that there is something 
more to go beyond that. 
Only Jesus gets to the back 
of beyond, and he did so for 
us in our place for our eternal 
benefit.  

The law does not change. 
Jesus changes us, and that 
allows us to come into the 
presence of the father without 
the benefit of law. That's our 
new certainty.  

(Pastor Kevin Don Levellie 
serves the Nevins Christian 
Church and is the author of 
“What Does Bach Prove?” avail-
able on Amazon.com or and 
through www.lulu.com. Email 
him at kdlevellie@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

REUSE
the news
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